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Lesson 18

GOD'S CALLED-OUT ASSEMBLY
THE CHURCH

The Church Ordinances:
Baptism and Communion

There are two ordinances which Jesus Christ has instituted and established for His Church. An
ordinance is a "prescribed practice." It is something that has been prescribed and ordered by Jesus
Christ and practiced by the Church. An ordinance is something that the Church practices because
Jesus Christ has told her to do so. The New Testament makes it very clear that the early Church
practiced and observed two ordinances:

1) BAPTISM
2) COMMUNION ("the breaking of bread")

These two ordinances are both mentioned in Acts 2:41-42.

BAPTISM

INSTITUTED BY JESUS CHRIST

The reason the Church baptizes people in water is because this is exactly what Jesus Christ has
told us to do. After His resurrection and before He returned to heaven, Jesus gave this command
to His followers: "Go ye therefore, and feach (make disciples of) all nations,

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit" (Matthew 28:19). Jesus said it and the Church must obey it!

WHAT IS THE PROPER METHOD OR MODE OF BAPTISM?

Today different churches baptize people in different ways. Baptism by sprinkling is done by
placing a few drops of water on the head of a child or an adult. Baptism by pouring is done, as the
name implies, by pouring a larger amount of water on the head of the individual. Baptism by
immersion is done by placing the person completely under the water (complete submersion) and
then raising him out of it. Which method is correct? Which method is taught in the Bible?

We must first understand what the word "baptize" really means. This word does not mean "to
sprinkle" and it does not mean "to pour." The word "baptize" is a Greek word which means "to
dip, to immerse, to plunge into something that surrounds or covers." When used of a liquid it
means that an object or a person is put into or under a liquid so as to be completely covered by the
liquid (totally submerged).
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Open your Bible, place a dollar bill there and then close your Bible so that the dollar is no longer
visible. You could now say, "I baptized this dollar bill in my Bible." Think of a sleeping bag.
What would a person need to do in order to be baptized in the sleeping bag? Have you ever had an
ice cream cone whose top had been "baptized"? This happens when the top of the ice cream cone
is immersed or dipped into some kind of topping such as chocolate, butterscotch or cherry. These
are usually called "dipped" cones.

In Acts 8:36-39 we read about the time when the Ethiopian eunuch was baptized. In verse 38 it

says that "they went down the , both Philip and the eunuch;
and he (Philip) (immersed) him (the eunuch)." After this baptism they
came "up out of the " (verse 39). According to these verses, what method or mode

of baptism do you think was used? Was it baptism by sprinkling, by pouring or by immersion?
Compare the baptism of Jesus in Matthew 3:16 ("out of the

ll).
Why did John baptize in Aenon (John 3:23)? "Because there was
there." Does sprinkling require much water? Does pouring? Does immersion?

DOES WATER BAPTISM SAVE A PERSON?

There are many people who teach that water baptism is absolutely necessary for salvation. They
teach that a believer in Christ is not saved and his sins are not forgiven until he is baptized in
water. They would say this: "In order to be saved a person must believe in Christ and be baptized.
Salvation takes place not when a person believes but when a person is baptized." Is this what the
Bible really teaches?

Please read the following verses carefully and correct them (put a line through the part that is
incorrect and not found in the Bible):

1) John 3:16—"that whosoever believeth in Him and is baptized should not perish, but have
everlasting life."

2) John 6:47—"He that believeth on Me and is baptized hath everlasting life."

3) Acts 10:43—"that through His Name whosoever believeth in Him and is baptized shall
receive remission (forgiveness) of sins."

4) Acts 16:31--"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be baptized and thou shalt be saved."

5) 1 Corinthians 1:21--"it pleased God . . . to save them that believe and that are baptized."

According to all of these verses, what is the one thing that a person must do in order to be saved
and to have eternal life? Faith alone is necessary for
salvation. Consider a person who has believed on Christ but who has not yet been baptized (or
consider a believer who dies before being baptized). Would this person be saved (Acts 16:31)?

There is no such thing as an unsaved believer! Water baptism is very important. It is an
important act of obedience and it pictures very important truths (as we shall soon see). But water
baptism does not save.
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What is the one thing the devil does not want people to do according to Luke 8:12?

1. believe c. go to church

2. be baptized d. sing in the choir

Read Acts 2:41; Acts 10:43-48 and Acts 16:30-34. After reading and thinking about these verses,
number the following according to the correct order:

They were baptized.
They were saved.

They heard God’s Word (they heard the
gospel).

They believed on Christ.

Baptism is not something that a person does to be saved;
baptism is something that a saved person does.

Write TRUE or FALSE for the following:
"I want to be baptized in water so that I can be saved."
"I want to be baptized in water because I am saved."
"When I am baptized in water my sins will be all washed away."

The moment I believed in Christ all my sins were washed away and forgiven." See
Acts 10:43.

Baptism is not something that unsaved people should do; baptism is something that
saved people should do."

Water baptism is only for those who have a saving relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. If a
person’s sins have not been forgiven or cleansed, then he should not be baptized in water.
Salvation must precede water baptism. [For a more detailed study of this question, see our paper,
Does Water Baptism Save?]

SHOULD INFANTS BE BAPTIZED?

Many churches baptize babies. They usually do this by sprinkling some drops of water on the
baby’s head. What does the Bible tell us about infant baptism?

According to Acts 8:36-37, a person may be baptized only if he has first done what?

Are babies able to do this? In the
New Testament, water baptism is always for those who have believed in Jesus Christ. A baby is
too young to understand who Jesus really is and what Jesus did on the cross. Therefore the baby is
too young to believe.
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There is no example of a baby being baptized found anywhere in the New Testament.

Another common mistake people make is to confuse water baptism in the New Testament with the
rite of circumcision in the Old Testament. Circumcision was performed on infants; water baptism
was not. Circumcision was a sign of the covenant God made with Abraham. Male Jewish babies
were circumcised a week after they were born. Water baptism is for believers in Jesus Christ,
whether they are men or women, whether they are Jews or non-Jews. Even children can be
baptized if they have trusted Christ as their personal Saviour.

WHY SHOULD I BE BAPTIZED?

1. I Should Be Baptized to Obey my Lord’s Command.

We have already seen that baptism is something that Jesus Christ has told us to do (Matthew
28:19-20). In Acts chapter 10 the Apostle Peter preached the gospel message to a group of
Gentiles.

These Gentiles believed the message which Peter preached. In Acts 10:48 we learn that "he
(Peter) them to be in the name of the
Lord." Peter did not say, "You can be baptized if you wish, but it is not something you have to
do." No, Peter commanded these believers to be baptized. Baptism is something that every
believer should do in obedience to the Lord !

Another example of baptism being a command is found in Acts 2:38. Peter spoke to the multitude

of Jews and he gave this command (Acts 2:38): "Be B every of
you." Commands must be obeyed. What command does God give to an unsaved person (the first
part of 1 John 3:23)? When a person

believes in Christ he or she is saved and God then has another important command: Be baptized!
Read Acts 2:38 and Acts 2:41. Did these new believers obey the command to be
baptized?

2.1 Should Be Baptized to Present a Picture.
Water baptism is a wonderful picture of what happened to me when I was saved. The moment I

was saved I was "baptized (immersed) into Jesus Christ" (Romans 6:3-4; Galatians 3:27). This is
illustrated below:

Acts
16:31 THE RESULT
% Gal. 327 THE SAVED
i o PERSON IS NOW
I “BAPTIZED IN CHRIST
INTO
CHRIST” \
UNSAVED
(Outside of Christ)

Every person is either saved ("in Christ") or unsaved ("outside of Christ"). The Bible says in 2
Corinthians 5:17, "if any man be he is a new creature." When a
person believes in Christ, God does a wonderful thing. God baptizes him into (places him into)
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Jesus Christ. This means that every believer is totally identified with Jesus Christ. The believer is
totally identified with Jesus Christ in His death, His burial and His resurrection (see Romans
6:3-5). Water baptism is meant to be a picture of this wonderful identification (this wonderful
union) that a believer has with his Saviour because he is "IN CHRIST."

The picture presented by water baptism is shown below:

1 CORINTHIANS 15:3-4—The Good News! RE S u R RECT‘O”

., He rose again for me!

BURIAL

He was buried for mel

DEATH

He dicd for me!

WHEN CHRIST WAS BURIED,
1 WAS BURIED

WHEN CHRIST
DIED, I DIED!

OUT OF THE
WATER (a picture
of resurrection)
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i i am a new creature in
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i i » . an have a new hife in Iim!
:(l}':\ll.s tzc;;.s'l(zl;r-nlt:g“;]i) -R O M. “ . 4 (2 Cor. 5:17; Rom. 6:4-5; Gal. 2:20)

3. 1 Should Be Baptized to Put a Label on the "Can."

Have you ever seen a can in a store with no label on it? This would be a problem because you
could not tell what is in the can. The label makes known the contents. The label tells you what is
found inside. The label says, "I am a can of green peas. I want you to know that green peaslive in
me!"

Paul, because he was a believer, could say, "I (my old sinful self) am
with : nevertheless I live; yet not I (my old sinful self) but Christ

in me and the which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith
of the Son of God, who me and gave Himself for me" (Galatians 2:20). If you are
a believer, Who lives in you (Galatians 2:20)? Water baptism is a wonderful
opportunity for you to "put a label on the can" and let others know Who lives and reigns in your
heart. The Lord Jesus Christ governs and rules over everything. He desires that the believer enjoy
His life and His position as God, as Lord and as Saviour. Are you enjoying His living presence
and His governing power? If so, then you should desire to have others know Who lives in you.
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When you are baptized you can share your testimony and tell others what Christ has done for you.
When you are baptized you can also present a wonderful picture of what happened to you the
moment you were saved (see the previous diagram). In this way you are putting a label on the
can (putting a label on your life) and letting others know Who lives within. Believers should
never be ashamed of the One who has saved them (Romans 1:16).

4. 1 Should Be Baptized to Show That I Am Willing to Follow Jesus.

Baptism is a serious matter. Baptism is something that we need to think carefully about. In many
churches today water baptism is just a religious ritual that does not mean very much. This should
not be so with us. Baptism has a very important message which we should never forget.

Water baptism should be a reminder to myself and to others that I am bought with a price (see 1
Peter 1:18-19 and 1 Corinthians 6:19-20) and that I belong totally to the Lord. I also understand
that God’s purpose is to outlive His life in me so that I might be His witness in this world
wherever I am (Acts 1:8).

Water baptism is for those who are "followers" of Jesus Christ (see Luke 9:22-26). In Luke 9:23
Jesus said, "If any man will come after Me, let him himself (say "NO" to self), and
take up his cross daily and Me." Following Christ involves two things: (1) a
DESIRE ("if any man will or desires to come after Me..."); (2) a DECISION--it involves a
"daily" decision to say "NO" to self and to say "YES" to the Saviour (to deny SELF). When the
early Christians were baptized they were identifying themselves as followers (disciples) of Jesus
Christ. Often it meant that they would be hated by the world and mistreated and mocked and
persecuted. Sometimes their own family members would disown them. But they were willing to
follow Jesus no matter what the cost and they were glad that they had decided to follow Him.

If you were blind and then were given sight, would you want to have your sight taken away just
because some other blind people could not and would not understand? Your blind friends
may not like the fact that you can now see, but would this be a reason for you to become blind
again? ___ Even so, God has given the believer spiritual sight and He has given him eternal
life. The unsaved may not understand and may not like it, but this is no reason for us to go back to
darkness and death.

Today there are people who pay a real price for following Jesus. There are parts of the world
where it is very difficult to be a Christian. The person who is baptized in water should have this
testimony: "I have decided to follow Jesus and there is no turning back (to blindness and death)! I
desire and I have made a decision to follow Jesus and to live for my Lord and serve my Lord all
the days of my life. With God’s help I’m going to live as a Christian should. I have decided to
follow Jesus no matter how difficult this is to do. I have decided to do right and speak rightly in a
wrong world (society). I may lose ‘so called’ friends, or be mistreated, or be laughed at, or be
misunderstood, or suffer because of Christ, but I am willing to accept these things if they come
my way, remembering that [ am in enemy territory. I was once as blind in my mind as unbelievers
are, because I too was once in unbelief. Such things are really a small price to pay when I think of
how much my Saviour suffered for me when He died on the cross." Were the early Christians
willing to suffer for their Saviour (Acts 5:40-41)? Did they do this joyfully or sadly?
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Are you saved? Are you a believer in Jesus Christ? When you were saved were you baptized into
Jesus Christ? Have you been baptized in water? Why? Why not? Are you willing to follow Jesus?
Are you willing to walk down the "road of discipleship" even though it may be a difficult road,
knowing that the Lord Jesus Christ goes down that road with you (Matthew 28:20; Hebrews
13:5)? Following the Saviour may seem costly and difficult, but it is worth it all!

Just before a person is baptized he usually has an opportunity to speak and to share a public
testimony. As you think about your salvation and as you consider the meaning of water baptism,
what are some of the things that might be good for you to share if you were giving a testimony at
the time of your baptism?

I AM BEING BAPTIZED TODAY BECAUSE...

(Please write out what you might say at the time of your baptism in water)

I AM BEING BAPTIZED TODAY BECAUSE...
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COMMUNION

DIFFERENT NAMES FOR COMMUNION

The Communion service is called by different names. Here are the different names and what they
mean:

1. COMMUNION (see 1 Corinthians 10:16)

This word means "fellowship, participation, the sharing of a common life." Communion is not
something that just the Pastor and Elders and Deacons share in, but it is something that all the
believers share in and participate in. The Bible says, "for we are partakers of that one
bread" (1 Corinthians 10:17). It is our privilege to enjoy fellowship with our risen Lord and with
one another (1 John 1:3, and compare 1 Cor. 1:9).

2. THE LORD’S TABLE

This name is found in 1 Corinthians 10:21--"ye cannot be partakers of the Lord’s
and of the table of devils." It was at a table that the Lord Jesus first instituted Communion. It was
at a table that the Lord first broke the bread and passed the cup. A "table" reminds us of
FELLOWSHIP (compare Revelation 3:20--"I will sup with and He with ." Those
who sit at the same table partake together of the same food. All believers partake of the same
Saviour. All believers are trusting His shed blood. All believers are sharing His life.

3. THE LORD’S SUPPER (see 1 Corinthians 11:20)

On the night before He was crucified, Jesus shared in a supper meal with His disciples. After this
supper Jesus instituted the bread and the cup (Luke 22:20; 1 Corinthians 11:25).

4. THE EUCHARIST

This is a Greek word which means "giving of thanks." Before breaking the bread and passing the
cup Jesus gave thanks to God (Matthew 26:27; Luke 22:19 and 1 Corinthians 11:24). The
Communion service ought to be a special time when believers thank God for what Christ has done
for them.

S. THE BREAKING OF BREAD

This is what Jesus did (Matthew 26:26) and this is what the followers of Jesus continued to do
(Acts 2:42).

INSTITUTED BY JESUS CHRIST

The Communion service was instituted on the same night the Lord Jesus was betrayed. On the
very next day Jesus would go to the cross, suffer and shed His blood for us. We read about what
Jesus did on this night in the gospels (Matthew 26:26-30; Mark 14:22-26; Luke 22:19-20) and 1
Corinthians 11:23-25.
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Notice the commands that we find in 1 Corinthians 11:24-25:

Take (v. 24)

E  (v.24)

This _ inremembrance of me (v. 24).

This _ ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me (v. 25).

The reason we observe Communion is because Jesus Christ has told us to! Jesus said it and the
Church must obey it!

WHAT DOES COMMUNION PICTURE?

Like Baptism, Communion presents a very important picture. The bread is a symbol (a picture) of
(Matthew 26:26) and the cup is a symbol (a picture)
of (Matthew 26:27-28). What did Jesus mean when He
said, "This is My Body" and "This is My blood"? There are churches today that believe that the
Communion bread actually changes and becomes the body of Christ. They believe also that the
juice of the grape actually changes and becomes the blood of Jesus.

Suppose a man has a picture or a photograph of his wife. One day he shows it to a friend and says,
"Look, this is my wife." What does he mean? Obviously he does not mean that this small piece of
photographic paper is actually his wife. He is merely using a common figure of speech called a
metaphor. What he really means is: "This represents my wife. This is a picture of my wife. When
you look at this picture you will think of my wife."

This is exactly what Jesus meant. Jesus said, "This is My Body" and the meaning of these words
is: "This bread represents My body. This bread is a picture (symbol) of My body. When you look
at this bread you will think of My body and what I did for you when I died on the cross." When
Jesus said, "This is My body," it had to be symbolic because His body was right there and
separate from the bread.

What did Jesus mean when He said "This is My blood"?

A TIME TO REMEMBER

The Lord Jesus has told us why we should observe Communion. He has told us why we should
eat the bread and drink the cup. He said, "This do in of Me" (1
Corinthians 11:24, and see verse 25). God knows that people are prone to forget. We tend to forget
even important things! But there is one thing that God never wants us to forget. He never wants us
to forget what our Saviour did for us on the cross:

HIS BODY WAS OFFERED AS A SACRIFICE FOR SIN
(See 1 Peter 2:24; 3:18; 2 Corinthians 5:21)
HIS BLOOD WAS SHED SO THAT OUR SINS COULD BE FORGIVEN

(See Matthew 26:28; Ephesians 1:7; Revelation 1:5)
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The communion service is a time when we think back to the cross and remember what Jesus did
for us when He died in our place.

WHO SHOULD PARTAKE OF COMMUNION?

Jesus did not tell everyone to eat the bread and drink the cup. This was something that He told His
disciples to do. In Acts 2:41-46 we learn that "all that were together"
(verse 44) and it was these people who were "breaking bread" (verses 42 and 46).

Before you take Communion you should make sure of these four things:

1) Make sure you are saved. Make sure that you are a believer in Jesus Christ and that you are
trusting Him and what He did on the cross for your eternal salvation.

2) Make sure you know that you are saved. Many people do not have assurance of salvation.
They may think they are saved or hope they are saved or feel like they are saved, but God wants
usto " " that we have eternal life (1 John 5:13).

3) Make sure you examine yourself and are ready to eat and drink in a worthy manner (1
Corinthians 11:27-31). Parents sometimes have a rule for their children that goes something like
this: "You can’t eat supper without washing your hands!" So also the believer must not eat at the
Lord’s Table without clean hands. Sin and the Saviour cannot come together. A holy God cannot
have fellowship with an unclean believer (compare John 13:8; 1 John 1:5-9). Before partaking of
Communion the believer needs to realize this: "Apart from Christ [ am dirty and I have no access
to God. I cannot come to God as [ am. Sin and the Saviour cannot come together. I thank God that
I have a Saviour who makes me clean. I thank God that the blood of Jesus Christ keeps on
cleansing me from all sin (1 John 1:7). The only way that I can approach God is through Christ
and through His cross. I need to come to God this way (through the cross) and this is the only way
that I can come. Thank you Lord for making me clean. Thank you that I am able to have
fellowship with a holy God. Thank you for what Jesus did for me on the cross to make this
possible."

4) Make sure that you are ready to take Communion in the right way. Communion is a
serious time. It is a time to think about our Saviour and what He has done for us. It is a thoughtful
and a thankful time. It is not a play time. It is not a time to "have a snack." It is not a time to play
with the bread with your fingers. It is not a time to lick the bottom of the cup with your tongue to
get every last drop. Those who do such things are showing that they are definitely not ready to
take Communion.

Should you partake of Communion? Why not talk to your parents, to your Sunday School teacher,
or to your Pastor about this. Talk to someone who can help you to make the best decision about
Communion. Some parents encourage their children to give a public confession of faith and to be
baptized before taking Communion. It is certainly not something to take lightly. You need to
understand what you are doing and why you are doing it.

HOW OFTEN SHOULD COMMUNION BE OBSERVED?

The Lord Jesus did not say how often believers should observe Communion. He said it should be
done "often" (1 Corinthians 11:25-26) but He did not say how often. Some churches have
Communion every week. Some have it every month. Some have it every other month. There are
two dangers that churches need to avoid:
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1) DANGER #1--Having Communion Too Often

If Communion is observed too often, then it is possible that the service could lose some of its
meaning. The Communion service should be as meaningful as possible. When something is done
too often it can become a ritual (doing something out of habit without really understanding what
you are doing or why). The Communion service should always be something very special and
very meaningful. If we do observe Communion often, then we need to make sure that we make
every effort to keep before our minds and hearts the significance of what we are doing,
remembering our great God and Saviour.

2) DANGER #2--Not Having Communion Often Enough

If Communion is not observed often enough, then we lose the blessing of it. Also we are not
obeying our Lord who told us to remember His death and to do it often (1 Corinthians 11:25-26).
We don't want to neglect our duty to remember our Lord as He commanded.

Because we do not want to miss the blessing of Communion and because we do not want to lose
the meaning of Communion, our local church observes Communion about once every month
(about 12 times a year). At the same time we do not want to look down upon or wrongly judge
other Bible believing churches that have decided to observe Communion less often or more often
than we do.

THE FOUR "LOOKS" OF COMMUNION

A BACKWARD LOOK—Ilooking back to the cross to see and to remember what the Lord Jesus
has done for me by the offering up of His body and the shedding of His precious blood (1 Peter
1:18-19; 2:24; 3:18; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Ephesians 1:7; Matthew 26:28).

AN UPWARD LOOK—Ilooking unto Jesus who is presently doing a work for me as my
Intercessor (Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34) and Advocate (1 John 2:1-2), having sat down at the
right hand of the Father (Hebrews 1:3; 8:1).

A FORWARD LOOK—Ilooking for Jesus (Titus 2:13) and expecting and waiting (1 Corinthians
1:7-8) for what He will do as He comes again to complete the great work of salvation which He
began in me (Philippians 1:6; 3:20-21). Paul said that when believers partake of Communion they
are showing (proclaiming) the Lord’s death till He (1 Corinthians 11:26). Thus
Communion looks back to the cross and looks ahead to His coming again.

AN INWARD LOOK—Ilooking at what Jesus is doing in me (1 Cor. 11:27-32; Phil. 2:13).

The believer must "E himself" (1 Corinthians 11:28). This means that I
must put myself to the test. I must put myself on trial. I must examine myself to make sure my
heart is right with the Lord. I must recognize that "in me dwelleth no good thing" (Romans 7:18),
but I must also recognize that I have a great Saviour who makes me clean (1 John 1:7,9)! The
believer must also "J himself" (1 Corinthians 11:31). This means that I must judge
myself thoroughly. I must confess any known sins and also acknowledge that I am guilty before a
holy God. I must also confess that my Saviour died for me and paid the penalty for all my sin. I
cannot shake hands with God (as it were) apart from Christ, but through Christ (and because of
His cross) I can have access to God and I can enjoy fellowship with God. If a person fails to
"examine himself" and to "judge himself," and if a person fails to come to God through the cross,
then this person is partaking of the Lord’s table in an unworthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27). He
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is missing out on the blessing and the meaning and the fellowship of the Communion service and
God may need to chasten him (a reference to the Father's loving disciplinc)—sce 1 Corinthians

11:30-32.

The next time you take Communion you can think about these four "looks":

1) A BACKWARD LOOK--"Thank You Lord for what You did for me on the

cross."

2) AN UPWARD LOOK--"Thank You Lord that You are my Saviour, my Lord, my

Helper, and my Keeper right now."

3) A FORWARD LOOK--"Thank You Lord that you are coming again, perhaps

even today."

4) AN INWARD LOOK--"Thank You Lord that if I confess my sins You are faithful
and just to forgive my sins and cleanse me from all unrighteousness." (See 1 John

1:9.)

BAPTISM AND COMMUNION—A COMPARISON

WATER BAPTISM

COMMUNION

Done only once

Done many times

Done at the beginning of the Christian life

Done throughout the Christian life

Key Word: UNION (identification)
See Romans 6:3-4. The believer is identified with
Jesus Christ.

Key Word: COMMUNION (fellowship) See 1
Corinthians 10:16; 11:28,31. The believer is able to
fellowship with Jesus Christ.

Because of the cross | have a new life!

Because of the cross | can enjoy the new life that |
have!

| am a new creature in Christ!

| need to walk as a new creature in Christ!

My STANDING (POSITION) in Christ is perfect!
God sees me in His perfect Son!

My actual STATE is not always what it should be. |
need to "examine myself" and "judge myself" to make
sure that | come to God through the cross and stay in
fellowship with Him (1 Cor. 11:28-32; 1 John 1:5-9).




