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The Theology of Zane Hodges, Joseph Dillow and the Grace Evangelical Society

1. Background

Zane Hodges was Professor of New Testament at Dallas Theological Seminary for many years. Hedid a
considerable amount of work intheareaof textua criticism and hewasastrong defender of the Majority Text. Heis
to becommended for hisscholarly work, The Greek New Testament According tothe Majority Text (ThomasNelson,
1982).

ZaneHodges, whowent to bewith the Lord in November 2008, was aBible believer and astrong defender of
the great doctrines of the Bible such as the inerrancy of the Scriptures, the virgin birth, the deity of Christ, the
substitutionary atonement, etc. Thosewho knew Zane Hodges have described himasaman of fine Christian character
and devotion.

For many years Zane Hodges was one of the most outspoken proponents of adoctrina position that insistsa
person can depart fromthefaith, deny Christ totally, persistin sin, stop being abeliever, deny all the fundamental s of
thefaith, mock the gospel, and yet still be counted among those who aretruly saved. Hodges and othershaveinsisted
that atruebeliever may or may not continuein thefaith unto the end. Accordingto thisteaching, aperson can havethe
TRUE ROOT (saving faith) but not necessarily have the TRUE FRUIT (good works). His books which present this
position are The Hungry Inherit, The Gospel Under Sege—A Sudy on Faith and Works, and Gracein Eclipse—A
Sudy on Eternal Rewards. Most of his books are made available through the Grace Evangelical Society (GES).
Hodgesal so contributed to The Bible Knowl edge Commentary (acommentary done by thefaculty of DallasTheological
Seminary). Inthiscommentary Hodges contributed the commentarieson Hebrewsand 1,2,3 John, where hisviewson
faith and works and assurance of salvation are clearly enunciated. In morerecent years he haswritten commentaries
on The Epistles of John and The Epistles of James both published by the Grace Evangelical Society.

Dr. Joseph Dillow graduated in Sciencewithamajor in Electrical Engineering. Hereceived hisTh.D. degree
from Dallas Theological Seminary. He served on the staff of Campus Crusadefor Christ, Christian Family Life, and
asavigtinginstructor in Systematic Theology at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. For over adecadeheandhiswife
LindahavelivedinVienna, Austria, where he has served asfounder and director of Biblical Education by Extension
International (BEE), abiblical training ministry for churchleadershipin eastern Europe, Russia, and China. Many years
ago hewrote an excellent book on the gift of Tongues entitled Speaking in Tongues— Seven Crucial Questionsand
heal so madeasi gnificant contributionto creati on scienceby hismasterful book dealingwiththevapor canopy entitled
TheWatersAbove. Heal sowroteabook onthe Song of Solomon entitled Solomon on Sex. Hisbook concerningwhich
wearecritical of inthispaper, isentitlted THE REIGN OF THE SERVANT KINGS—A Sudy of Eternal Security and
the Final Sgnificance of Man. In thispaper, when page numbersare cited from Dr. Dillow’ swork, we arereferring
to this last mentioned book.

Dr. Dillow’ shook issignificant for many reasons: (1) Itisthemost comprehensiveand systematic presentation
of thisdoctrinal positionyet written (650 pages); (2) Dillow, inthebeginning of thebook, acknowledgesthat it wasZane
Hodges' teaching that changed the way helooked at the book of Hebrewsin particul ar and the entire New Testament
ingeneral. Thischangeof thinkingtook placein 1973 asDillow listened to aset of tapesby ZaneHodgesdealingwith
the book of Hebrews; (3) Very influential men have endorsed and are recommending Dillow’ s book including Dr.
Charles Ryrie and Dr. Earl Radmacher. Dr. Ryrie said, “ This scholarly and well written book should be read by all
pastorsand studentsof theWordwho areinterestedinthedoctrinesof grace...A TRULY LANDMARK BOOK!” Dr.
Radmacher wrotethis: “Dr. Dillow’ SREIGN OF THE SERVANT KINGSmay well bethemost significant contribution
toward resolving the several hundred year debate between Calvinism and Arminianism.”

Thuswehave ZaneHodgeswhofor many years promul gated thisdoctrinethrough variousbooksand tapesand
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Joseph Dillow who systemati zed thisteachingin one, comprehensive, massivevolume. Thisteachingisbeingembraced
by more and more believers, mostly among dispensationalists. Many of thosewho embracethisview have chosen as
their rallying point the Grace Evangelical Society which publishesanewsletter whichissent to areadership of 9,000
and atheological journal which aso hasa circulation of 900. They are publishing anumber of books. Robert Wilkin
heads up the Grace Evangelical Society. He enthusiastically recommends the writings of Zane Hodges and Joseph
Dillow and he has authored some of his own books, including Confident in Christ—Living By Faith Really Works and
The Road to Reward.

A more recent volume which should be mentioned is The Kingdom, Power & Glory—The Overcomers
Handbook (al most 400 pages) by Chuck and Nancy Missler. TheMisders(pages49, 271) strongly recommend Joseph
Dillow’ sbook (TheReign of the Servant Kings) and theMisslers’ book certainly reflectsthe sametheol ogy that isfound
inDillow’ svolume. | havewrittenalengthy review of thisbook by Chuck and Nancy Missler whichisavailable upon
request. However, sincethe Misslers’ viewsarevery similar to those of Hodges and Dillow, this paper will answer
addressmany of thedoctrinal problemsfoundinthebook by Chuck and Nancy Misdler, although | will not specifically
refer to their book in this paper.

Another controversia author of our day isJ.D. Faust whowrote The Rod--Will God Sparelt?, whichinteresting
enoughispublished by thesamecompany that published Dill ow'sbook (Schoettle Publishing Company, NC, acompany
which specializesis publishing books by authorswho teach kingdom exclusion and in some cases, authorswho teach
apartial rapture). Faust holdsto many of the sameviewsasHodgesand Dillow and the Grace Evangelical Society, but
hispositionisrejected by these men because of hisextreme and unorthodox viewsregarding millennial exclusion and
millennial punishment. Heteachesthat non-overcoming believerswill taste of the second death and then be punished
in Hades for 1000 years. In light of this, many have accused Faust of teaching a "Protestant Purgatory” which he
vehemently denies. However, he certainly does teach that unfaithful believerswill be severely punished during the
millennial.

All these men teach that Christ's beloved body and bride will be divided into two distinct groups:

The Minority Group The Majority Group
The overcomers The one who don't overcome
Those who inherit the kingdom Those who are excluded from the kingdom or

from its blessings

Those who reign with Christ Those who do not reign with Christ but who are
cast into outer darkness where there is weeping
and gnashing of teeth (Faust would go so far asto
say they taste of the second death and then are
punished in Hades for 1000 years.)

Those who confess Christ Those who deny Christ

Faithful believers Believers who depart from the faith and who
stop believing in Christ
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Righteous believers Unrighteous believers (covetous believers,
homosexual believers, drunk believers,
adulterous believers, fornicating believers, etc.)

Believers who continue in the faith Believers who abandon their faith in Christ

Believers who have aliving faith (faith Believers who have a dead faith (faith but no

accompanied by works) works)

Believers represented by the good ground Believers who are represented by the rocky

(Matthew 13--the parable of the sower) ground and the thorny ground (Matthew 13)

Believers who are faithful and wise (Matthew Evil believers who are unfaithful and unwise and

24.45). who will be cut asunder and appointed a portion
with the hypocrites (Matt. 24:51)

Havingtotally divided thebody of Christinthisway, they then assign different millennial destiniesto thesetwo
groups, withthemaj ority group suffering someform of punishment, either severetorment (Faust) or not being allowed
toreignwith Christ during thethousand year kingdom (Hodgesand Dillow). Hodges, Dillow, Wilkinand Faust all agree
that apostate and wicked believerswill suffer serious consequencesduring thekingdomage, but they don't all agreeas
to how severethe suffering will be. All agreethat these wicked believerswill be cast into outer darknesswherethere
will beweeping and gnashing of teeth and that they will not inherit thekingdom (that is, they will not reign with Christ).

Faust isthe most extreme when it comesto the degree of punishment. Asalready mentioned, Faust actually
teachesthat saved people who do not measure up and who are not overcomerswill actually taste of the second death
(thelake of fire) for abrief period of time, and then will be punished in Hadesin the underworld for athousand years.
Hefollowstheteachingsof menlike Govett, G.H.Langand D.M.Panton (partia rapturists). Hodges, Wilkinand Dillow
arehorrified by Faust'sextreme views, but they shareacommon theol ogy with himin many ways. They differ mainly
in what kind of consequences the wicked saved people (non-overcomers) will suffer.

2. The Gospel Under Siege

Thisisthetitleof abook written by Hodgesin 1981 which sparked agreat deal of controversy. It waspublished
by Redencion Viva (P.O. Box 141167, Dallas, Texas 75214). The controversy centered around issues such as these:

1 What isthe rel ationshi p between saving faith and good works? Hodgesinsiststhat good worksare
not the necessary outcome of saving faith.

2. Canatruebeliever totally abandon Christ and the faith even to the point where heno longer believes
in Christ and denies the facts of the gospel? Hodges insists that this is possible and even cites an
exampl e of this which will be discussed later in this paper.

3. Can apersonwho habitually livesin sin[even asahomosexual or asan adulterer or asadrunkard or
as a murderer] claim full assurance of salvation? Hodges insists that this is possible because,
according to his view, assurance of salvation is based upon the promises of God and has nothing
to do with how a person lives. Hodges seemsto teach that it iswrong to ever call into question the
salvation of any person who professes faith in Christ, no matter how wickedly he may live. He may
live like a child of the devil, but as long as he claims to be a child of God, we should believe him.
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If aperson truly has eternal life, will thislife be evidenced in any way? Hodges insists that it is
possible that there will be no evidence at all. In other words, a person can KNOW heis saved but
he need not SHOW that heis saved. Hodges teaches that the grace of God is able to save a person
but it may or may not transform a person.

Will al believersinherit the kingdom of God or only some? Hodges insists that all believerswill
enter the kingdom but the wicked believers (those believers who are drunkards, homosexuals,
thieves, fornicators, covetous, etc.) will not inherit the kingdom.

What did James mean when he said, “ Faith without worksisdead”? Hodgesinsiststhat Jameswas
teaching that a saved person can have a dead faith and have a life devoid of good works.

What did John meanin hisfirst epistlewhen hesaid, “ Weknow that we have passed from death unto
lifebecause...” “By thiswedo know that we know Him...” etc.? Hodgesinsiststhat such verses
are not to be taken as “ tests of life” but should be understood as “ tests of fellowship.” See also
Dillow, p. 407. Both menteachthat atruebeliever can habitually hatethebrethren, disobey Christ’s
commands, practice unrighteousness and continuein sin.

Aswethink about theseimportant issuesthereare certain key passagesof Scriptureswhich areat thevery center
of the debate. These would include the following:

1.

Thebook of 1 John, especially passages such as 1 John 2:3-4; 1 John 3:10; 3:14; etc. which seemto
be setting forth identifying marks of atrue believer.

The passageswhich speak of thosewho do not inherit thekingdom: 1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:19-21; Eph.
5:5-6; etc. Thosewhodo notinherit thekingdom-Arethey believersor unbelievers, saved or unsaved?
See our paper entitled, “ Those Who Do Not Inherit the Kingdom-Are They Saved or Unsaved.”

The second chapter of James which deals with the rel ationship between faith and good works. If a
person is really saved will this be evidenced by good works?

The passageswhich speak of continuinginthefaith, suchasHeb. 3:6; 3:14; 1 Cor. 15:1-2; Col. 1:23;
Luke 8:13,15. Isit possible for atrue believer to totally abandon the faith?

The passageswhich speak of “ outer darkness’ and “ weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Do these passages
refer to the anguish of the unsaved in hell or do they describe the great remorse of carnal Christians
who do not inherit the kingdom and who do not participate in the wedding banquet?

Revelation chapters 2-3 which refer repeatedly to the “overcomer.” Areall believersovercomersor
are there two classes of believers (those who overcome and those who do not)?

There are many other significant passages which will aso be discussed in this paper.

Actually the true gospel of the grace of God is under siege by Zane Hodges himself. In the Journal of the Grace
Evangelical Society (Autumn, 2000), Hodgeswrote an article entitled, "How to Lead Peopleto Christ, Pt. 1." Inthis
articleHodgesdiscussesthecontent of thegospel, that i s, what aperson needsto believein order tobesaved. Contrary
to 1 Corinthians15:3-4 and Romans 10:9-10, Hodges arguesthat it isnot necessary for asinner to believeinthedeath
and resurrection of Christ in order to be saved. He merely must believethat eternal lifeis guaranteed to anyonewho
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believes(John 6:47). Robert Wilkin also holdsto thisdefective understanding of thegospel. John 6:47 isawonderful
salvation promise, but itisnot thefull gospel. Thereisafreegrace pastor who haswritten adetailed book inwhich he
analyzesthe position of Hodgeswith respect to the crosslessgospel. Thebook isentitled The Gospel of the Christ—A
Biblical Responseto the CrosslessGospel Regarding the Contentsof Saving Faith. TheauthorisTom Stegall. | know
the author and would recommend thisbook very highly. Thebook illustratesthat eventhosewho areapart of thefree
grace movement are greatly alarmed by some of the teachings set forth by Zane Hodges, Robert Wilkin and others.

3. The Hungry Inherit

TheHungry Inheritisthetitleof oneof Hodges' earlier books. Inthisbook Hodges setsforth the positionthat
inJesus' parableof the Sower (Matt. 13:3-9), al of thesoilsexcept thefirst soil represent savedindividuals. Thisview
isquite consistent with Hodge' steaching that aperson canhaveeternal lifebut not evidenceitinany way. Hodgesthus
teachesthat asaved person can betotally worl dly (thorny ground) and asaved person may believeonly for atime, have
no root, and then fall away (stony ground). In either case, thereis no fruit.

Itisinterestingto contrast Hodges' positionwiththat of the Free Will Baptists. The FreeWill Baptist position
isthat atrue believer may depart from thefaith and belost forever. Hodges position isthat atrue believer may depart
fromthefaith and be saved forever. Theteaching of theWord of Godisthat atruebeliever’ sfaithwill not fail because
of theintercessory ministry of Christ (Luke22:31-32; John 17) and the keeping power of God (1 Pet. 1:5). God' sWord
teachesthat atrue believer may have avery seriouslapse of faith (asPeter did) but not atotal departurefromthelLord,
because "we are not of them who draw back unto perdition, but of them that believe to the saving of the soul" (Heb.
10:39). Every believer ison the ship of faith, asit were. We may fall down on the deck and we may fall very hard, but
wewill never fall overboard. Our faithwill never fail inafinal way because we havethe blessed intercessory ministry
of our Saviour on our behalf, asdid Peter (L uke 22:31-32). TheLord praysfor us, asHedid for Peter, that our faith will
not fail!

Manfred K ober, former professor at Faith Baptist Bible Collegeand Seminary inlowa, wrotean excellent paper
on the Lordship salvation issue. In this paper, on page 25, he gives the following helpful formulas showing the
relationship between faith and good works:

First of all we have the error of legalism (including Lordship salvation |egalism):
GRACE + FAITH + WORKS = SALVATION

Second we have the Biblical teaching of Ephesians 2:8-10:
GRACE + FAITH = SALVATION + WORKS

Let’s now apply Kober’s charts to the teachings of Hodges and Dillow:

The Spiritual Believer GRACE + FAITH = SALVATION + WORKS

(the Heir of the Kingdom) (this person's salvation accompanied by works)
The Carnal Believer GRACE + FAITH = SALVATION — WORKS

(the saved person who does (this person is saved but his life is devoid of good works)
not inherit the Kingdom) This “faith” is called a “dead faith” (James 2:17,26)
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4. Heirs of the Kingdom

“Know ye not that the unrighteousshall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived:
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselveswith
mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit
the kingdom of God. And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but
ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6:9-11).

“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness,ildolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which | tell you
before, as| havealsotold you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit
the kingdom of God” (Gal. 5:19-21).

“For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an
idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God” (Eph. 5:5).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer The barren believer

The partaker or heir The carnal one (non-heir)

The believer The saved person who stops believing

The overcomer The non-overcomer

This righteous believer will This unrighteous believer (even one who persists in

inherit the kingdom of God adultery, drunkenness, fornication, homosexuality, etc.)
and will reign with Christ will not inherit the kingdom. He will not share in Christ's
during the millennium. millennial reign. He will enter the kingdom and be a
citizen of the kingdom and live in the kingdom, but will not
inherit the kingdom. According to this view, he will be cast
into outer darkness where there will be weeping and

gnashing of teeth (yet he is saved!). Faust teaches that
this person will be severely tortured in the fires of Hades
for 1000 years (though he does believe in degrees of
punishment in Hades, that some Christians will be
tortured less severely than others, some with "many
stripes" and others with "few stripes").

Observations:

Hodgessays, “ Thereisno difficulty at all in speaking of peoplewho livein the Kingdom of God but who
donotinherit that Kingdom...the heirsof the Kingdom, then, areitsowners, not merely itsresidents or citizens”
(Graceln Eclipse, p. 71). Dillow writes, “All Christians will enter the kingdom, but not all will rule there, i.e.,
inherit it... They will, having been justified, be in the kingdom; however, they will not inherit it.... Thereisa
difference between being a resident of the kingdom and inheriting it” (p.62,64,78). Dillow adds, “they will be
in the kingdom but not at the wedding feast” (p.389). Faust teaches that these wicked saved people are totally
excluded from the kingdom and that they will be hurt of the second death and then be punished in the fires of
Hades for a thousand years.
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“What Saith the Scriptures?”

Hodges and Dillow divide saved people into two distinct categories—-the spiritual and the carnal, the
overcomers (Rev. 2-3) and the non-overcomers, the “partakers’ (Heb. 3:14) and the non-partakers. However, in 1
Corinthians 6:9-11 Paul makes it clear that the group of immoral people he is referring to is not the carnal
Corinthians. Inverse11 hesays, “and such WERE some of you.” In chapter 3, verse 3, Paul said to the Corinthians:
“For ye ARE yet CARNAL.” Paul acknowledged that they were carnal and yet he did not include them with the
unrighteous ones described in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11. Such adescription only fit them when they were unsaved. That
iswhat they WERE. If the Hodges/Dillow view were correct, then Paul should have said in 1 Corinthians 6:9, “and
such ARE some of you.”

When Paul speaks of the “unrighteous’ (unjust) in 1 Corinthians 6:9 he is not speaking of some carnal,
unworthy, unpersevering members of the Body and Bride of Christ. No, Paul uses the term “unrighteous’ (unjust)
as adescription of unsaved, unregenerate, lost people. Thisterm “unjust” isclearly defined for usin the context of
thischapter. Inverse 1 Paul says, “ Dareany of you having amatter against another, go to law beforethe unjust, and
not beforethe saints?’ (1 Cor. 6:1). Paul clearly distinguishestwo groups: 1) The unjust (the unsaved) and 2) the
saints (thesaved). These sametwo groupsare seeninverses9-11. Inverse 9-10 we have theunrighteous (unjust)
which are the unsaved. They will not inherit the kingdom. In verse 11 we have those who are justified and
sanctified. These are the saints (the saved) who will inherit the kingdom. Thereisno suchthing asasaint or asaved
person who will not inherit the kingdom, contrary to the teachings of Hodges and Dillow.

We need to carefully follow Paul’s argument in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11. What is it that makes a person
RIGHTEOUS and ableto inherit the kingdom? Isit because the saved person has persevered in the faith and walked
closely with the Lord and thus has earned his share in the kingdom, as Hodges and Dillow suggest? No! In verse
11, Paul says that the reason the Corinthians are righteous and thus fit to inherit the kingdom is because they have
been JUSTIFIED! Even carnal Corinthianswill inherit the kingdom because they are seen as perfectly righteous
IN CHRIST!

Paul’ s argument is as follows:

1 The unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom
(1 Cor. 6:9-10).

2. Every believer has been justified or declared righteous
(1 Cor. 6: 11).

3. Thejustified believer, therefore, is not unrighteous.

CONCLUSION: Every believer will inherit the kingdom based solely on hisrighteous standing
in Christ Jesus made possible only by the grace of God! [Paul was championing a free grace position!]

Comparing Luke18: 18 with Matthew 19:16 (two parallel passages) demonstratesthat the expression“inherit
eternal life” means the same as “have eterna life.” INHERIT means to possess, to receive, to have. In Matthew
19:29, we read “inherit eternal life” and in the parallel account (see Luke 18:30) we see that the expression means
“receive eternal life.” To inherit the kingdom means to possess the kingdom, to have a place and a part in the
kingdom (cf. Rev. 20:6 “part”), to participate in its blessings and benefits. Those who do not inherit the kingdom
are those who do not possessit, who have no part in it. They are excluded from the kingdom and its benefits.

In considering the Ephesians 5:5 passage, the very next verse speaks of God's wrath coming upon THE
UNSAVED because of their sins: “Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things (see v.5)
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cometh thewrath of God upon the CHILDREN OF DISOBEDIENCE” (Eph. 5:6). If the Hodges/Dillow view were
correct, we might expect Paul to discuss how God' s wrath will come upon saved people, the carnal ones who are
persisting in such sins; but instead Paul discusses God' s wrath upon the children of disobedience (the unsaved).

Inthe Galatians 5:19-21 passage, welearn that those who persist in theworks of the flesh will notinherit the
kingdom. Hodges and Dillow teach that fleshly saved peoplewill not inherit the kingdom, though they will enter it.
But noticewhat Paul saysin this same context about all saved people: “ And they that are Christ’ s have crucified the
flesh with the affections and lusts” (Gal. 5:24).

Three passages (1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Ephesians 5:5 and Galatians 5:19-21) essentialy teach the same
thing—the wicked (the unrighteous, those in the flesh, etc.) will not inherit the kingdom. In light of these three
passages consider also Revelation 21:8—"But to the fearful and unbelieving and those who make themselves
abominable, and murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and al liars, their part isin the lake which
burnswith fire and brimstone; which isthe second death.” It isvery obviousthat the Apostle John was speaking of
unsaved people, not some class of carnal and wicked Christians. Putting all four of these passages together forces
usto conclude that those who do not inherit the kingdom will havetheir part (inheritance, share, portion) in the lake
of fire! James Ventilato saysit thisway:

After all, according to 1 Corinthians 6:9,10, Ephesians 5:5 and Galatians 5:19-
21, those who, e.g., are characterized as fornicators, idolaters, impure persons,
covetous persons, sorcerers, murderers, etc.—theseall shall not inherit the Kingdom
of God; andlikewise, accordingto Colossians 3:5and Revelation 21:8, thosewho,
e.g., are characterized as fornicators, idolaters, impure persons, covetous persons,
sorcerers, murderers, etc.—upon these all comesthe wrath of God in the lake of fire
and brimstone, which is the second death.

In Matthew 25:31-46, the L ord Jesus mentions only two groups, the sheep (saved) and the goats (unsaved).
The Hodges/Dillow view supposes three groups: the unsaved, the wicked saved who do not inherit the kingdom, and
the righteous saved who do inherit the kingdom. The Lord Jesus taught that the goats (unsaved) will go away into
everlasting fire—everl asting punishment (Matt. 25:41-46). Hetaught that the sheep (saved) will inherit the kingdom:
“Then shall the King say unto them on His right hand [the sheep, see verse 33], Come, ye blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (Matt. 25:34). There is no indication that
the Lord was speaking to only some of the sheep, and there is no indication that any of the saved people were
excluded from inheriting the kingdom.

This Matthew 25 passage rai ses an interesting problem for Hodges and Dillow, who both teach that thereis
Nno necessary connection between faith and good works. 1n the judgment of the nations (Matthew 25:31-46), those
Gentiles who do not perform good works toward the saved Jewish remnant during the tribulation will be eternally
punished and will go away into everlasting fire (Matthew 25:41-46). Thisindicatesthat there must be arelationship
between a person’ sfaith and hisworks. Hodges and Dillow teach that a saved person can be devoid of good works.
If the Hodges/Dillow view were correct, then why should these Gentiles who lacked good works be sentenced to
eternal punishment? The passage makes sense only when we understand that true saving faith is evidenced by one's
works.

In the New Testament, numerous passages indicate that ALL BELIEVERS are heirs and that all believers
participate in the inheritance. Consider the following: Ephesians 1:14,18; Colossians 1:12; 1 Peter 1:4 (“an
inheritance incorruptible”); Acts 20:32 (an inheritance which is shared by “al” who are sanctified); Romans 8:17
(“heirs of God"); Titus 3:7 (those “justified by His grace” are “heirs’); Hebrews 1:14; 6:17; 11:7. James 2:5
identifiesthosewho are* heirs of thekingdom” asthosewho are“richinfaith,” indicating that all believersare heirs
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of thekingdom. These passages argue against dividing saved peopleinto two classes—those who are heirsand those
who are not.

5. Who Will Enter the Kingdom in Natural Bodies?

This has been a difficult question for those who believe in a post-tribulation rapture, but it also is a major
problem for those who embrace the teachings of Hodges and Dillow. Hereisthe problem facing Hodges, Dillow and
Wilkin:

1. “Now this| say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption
inherit incorruption” (1 Cor. 15:50). Hodges and Dillow understand this to mean that those who inherit the
kingdom will be in resurrection bodies, not in mortal bodies. Keep in mind that in their way of thinking, the
oneswho inherit the kingdom are the victorious, overcoming believersin contrast to other saved people whose
faith has failed, who are immoral, or who do not measure up in some other way.

2. "Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of theworld” (Matthew 25:34). Since the sheep inherit the kingdom and
since mortal flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom, Dillow concludes that “the resurrection and
transformation of the sheep occur prior to their ‘receiving the kingdom’ and must be simultaneous with the
judgment of the sheep and thegoats’ [ The Reign of the Servant Kings, pages 78-79]. In other words, he believes
that the sheep must enter the kingdom in resurrected, glorified bodies. This is contrary to the common
dispensational positionwhich teachesthat the* sheep” represent saved Gentiles during thetribulation who will
enter the kingdom in natural, unglorified bodies.

3. Hodges and Dillow recognize, and rightly so, that there will be people in the millennium kingdom in mortal
bodies. Dillow cites Isaiah 65:20 and Ezekiel 36:11 as indicating that there will be physical procreation and
physical death in the kingdom and he cites Rev. 20:7-10 asreferring to a multitude of unregenerate men at the
end of themillenniuminmortal bodieswho will rebel against Christ [ The Reign of the Servant Kings, page 78] .

4. If in Matthew 25 the sheep are the saved peopl e and the goats are the unsaved peopl e prior to the beginning of
the kingdom, and if the saved people “inherit” the kingdom by ruling with Christ in resurrected bodies, then
where are the saved people who will enter the kingdom in mortal bodies? Dillow has no dogmatic answer to
this problem: “Since the Scriptures are silent on this problem, one must be careful how he explains the
difficulty”[ The Reign of the Servant Kings, page 78]. The solution that Dillow suggestsis patterned after the
fact that those who perished in the wilderness because of their unbelief had children who were allowed to enter
the land of promise. Based on this Dillow says, “1n asimilar way, perhaps the believing children of the sheep
who have escaped the judgments of the great tribulation will constitute akind of ‘ second exodus’ and will be
the mortal believers who enter into the coming kingdom” [p.79]

5. Bob Wilkin, the Executive Director of the Grace Evangelical Society, wrote the following: “I do believe that
the sheep at the Judgment of the Sheep and the Goatswill enter the millenniumwith resurrected bodies (in light
of 1 Cor. 15 that flesh and blood cannot inherit [=rule] the kingdom and Jesus’ statement in Matt. 25 that the
sheep will inherit it). If that is so, the people who have natural bodies and who have children during the
millennium arethe children under the age of accountability who survivethetribulation” [From apersonal letter
to this writer from Bob Wilkin dated 4/4/95]. So apparently Wilkin believes that the people who enter the
kingdom in natural bodies are the young children and babieswho will survive the tribulation being under the
age of accountability at that time, and their parents could be either saved (sheep) or unsaved (goats). Dillow
teaches asomewhat different view, namely, that they are the believing children of the sheep. Both apparently
agree that no adults will enter the kingdom in natural bodies.
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In conclusion, those who hold the position that only a special class of believers inherits the kingdom are forced
to face the prophetic problem of how people in mortal bodies enter the kingdom.

6. Observations on 1 Corinthians 15:50

In 1 Corinthians 15:50, Paul iswriting to church-age believers. Heisabout to reveal the mystery of thetranslation
and transformation of living church saints at the time of the rapture (verses 51-53). It is absolutely true that no
church-age believer will inherit the kingdom in a flesh-and-blood body. When it comes to the church, “flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God” (verse 50). Why not? Verses 51-53 explain.

Other Scriptures, however, such as Matthew 25:31-34, teach that believing tribulation survivors will inherit the
kingdom in flesh and blood bodies and though they are saved, they will have corruption in their hearts, even asin
nature, which will be passed down to their children.

Dillow and Hodges err by taking verse 50 to be atruism for al saints, even tribulation saints. The truth set forth
in verses 51-53 clearly applies only to church saints. May not verse 50 apply only to church saints as well?

Actually, 1 Corinthians 15:50 and its context argue strongly against the Dillow/Hodges view. Dillow and Hodges
teach that out of all the church saints, only the spiritual elite (the “overcomers”) inherit the kingdom. Some church
saintsinherit the kingdom but not all. But inthe very next verse, verse 51, notice the twice repeated emphasison the
word “al.” All will be changed and delivered from flesh and blood corruption, including the carnal Corinthiang!
ALL church saintsinherit thekingdom apart from corruption (verse 50) by way of the rapture/resurrection
(verses 51-53).

Conclusion to the Discussion of 1 Cor. 6:9-11
Who Are Those Who Do Not Inherit the Kingdom?

The"unrighteous' that Paul isreferring toin 1 Corinthians 6:9 are unsaved people who have never been justified.
They are "unjust" in contrast to "saints' (compare 1 Cor. 6:1). Contrary to what Hodges and Dillow teach, the
"unrighteous" do not refer to agroup of carnal believerswho are eternally saved but who will not inherit the kingdom
and will not reign with Christ. The passage teaches nothing of thekind. Indeed, Paul teachesthat those who are saved
(including the carnal Corinthians) are not unrighteous because they have been washed, sanctified and justified!

Those who professfaith in Christ but who then persist in awicked andimmoral lifestyle, such as characterizesthe
unregenerate, are giving evidence that they have never been born again. God’'s Word certainly recognizes the
problem of carnality among God' s saints (1 Cor. 3:1-4), but Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 is contrasting those who
are unrighteous with those, including the carnal Corinthians, who WERE unrighteous but who have been justified
by faith. All those who arejustified by faith arerighteousin Christ and will inherit the kingdom. Those who “ shall
not inherit thekingdom” isnot adescription of fleshly believerswho do not qualify for kingdomrewards. Thosewho
“shall not inherit the kingdom” are the unregenerate, whose destiny is the lake of fire.
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7. The Parable of the Sower

“Now the parable isthis: The seed isthe word of God. Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh
the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. They on the rock
are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe,
and in time of temptation fall away. And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard,
go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. But
that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring
forth fruit with patience” (Luke 8:11-15).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer The barren believer

The partaker or heir The carnal one (non-heir)

The believing believer The saved person who stops believing
The overcomer The non-overcomer

The fruitful believer s The carnal, barren believer is
represented by the good represented by the rocky ground and
ground. This is the saved the thorny ground. The rocky ground
person who perseveres in represents a saved person who
the faith and who brings believes at first but then falls away
forth fruit. from the faith. The thorny ground
represents a saved but carnal person
who is given over to the things of the
world and thus is fruitless.

Observations:

According to this understanding of the parable the only ground which represents the heart of an unsaved
person is the hard ground by the way side (Luke 8:12). The other three categories, according to Hodges and
Dillow, all refer to saved people. Hodges explains his position on this parable in the book The Hungry Inherit
and Dillow explains this parable in The Reign of the Servant Kings on pages 396-400.

Thisinterpretation contradicts our Lord’s clear teaching in Matthew 7:16-20 where we are told that “every
good tree bringsforth good fruit.” Sincethereisno good fruit connected with the rocky soil and the thorny soil,
how can there be a good tree? The root is corrupt!

Itis correct to understand all of the saved as represented by the “good ground.” Matthew 13:23 teaches two
important principles: 1) All thosewho aretruly saved are fruitful at |east to some extent (see Matt. 3:8-10; 7:16-
20); 2) Some believers are much more fruitful than others. There is a big difference between 30 baskets of
apples and 100 baskets of apples!

8. The Overcomers in Revelation Chapters 2-3

“To him that overcometh will | giveto eat of thetree of life, which isin the midst of the paradise of God....He
that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.... To him that overcometh will | give to eat of the hidden

—-11 -



The Theology of Zane Hodges, Joseph Dillow and the Grace Evangelical Society

manna, and will give him awhite stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he
that receiveth it....And he that overcometh, and keepeth My works unto the end, to him will | give power over
the nations: And he shall rulethem with arod of iron....Hethat overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white
raiment; and | will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but | will confess his name before My Father,
and before His angels....Him that overcometh will | make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go no
more out: and | will write upon him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, which is new
Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from My God: and | will write upon him My new name.... To him
that overcometh will | grant to sit with Mein My throne, even as | also overcame, and am set down with My
Father in Histhrone” (Revelation 2:7,11,17,26-27; 3:5,12,21).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer The barren believer

The partaker or heir The carnal one (non-heir)

The believing believer The saved person who stops believing
The overcomer The non-overcomer

This is the faithful and fruitful This is the saved person who is not an
believer and it is to him and to overcomer. The sevenfold promises
him alone that the “overcomer” given to the overcomer in Revelation

promises apply. This is the 2-3 do not apply to this fleshly believer.
saved person who conquers This is the defeated Christian who,

and who is victorious! He will though saved, will pay dearly at the
not taste of the second death! judgment seat of Christ.
Observations:

An excellent study to refute this view is the article by James E. Rosscup entitled, "The Overcomer of the
Apocalypse" found in the Grace Theological Journal 3.2 (1982) pages 261-286. If you would like acopy of this
article, please contact us.

Who isthe overcomer? Thisis answered in 1 John 5:4,5— "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the
world: and thisis the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world,
but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?" According to these verses every born again believer is an
overcomer. Why isthistrue?Itisbecausethe Lord JesusisTHE OVERCOMER and we aretrusting and resting
in Hisperfect victory (compare John 16:33). How can aperson be joined to Jesus Christ and bein perfect union
with Him, and not be a victor?

Hodges goesso far asto say that itis"totally illicit" (illegal!) to appeal to 1 John 5:4-5 in order to understand
who the "overcomer" really is (Grace in Eclipse, p.108). Isitillegal to let God’s Word explain its own terms?
Isitillegal to compare Scripture with Scripture?

1 John 4:4 also teachesthat every believer isan overcomer. Revelation 21:7 refersto every saved person: "He
that overcometh shall inherit all things." Thislatter passage distinguishes between only two broad classes, the
saved (see verses 3-5) and the unsaved (verse 8). The contrast is not between believers who overcome and
believerswho do not overcome. The contrast isbetween believerswho overcome (verse 7) and the unsaved who
are in the lake of fire (verse 8).
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Consider one of the promisesgiven to the overcomer asfound in Revelation 2: 11— "Hethat overcometh shall
not be hurt of the second death." Thisimplies that the non-overcomer will be hurt of the second death. If the
non-overcomer is a saved person (carnal, etc.), then does this mean that the carnal believer will be hurt of the
second death which is the lake of fire (compare Rev. 20:14-15; 21:8)? It is obvious that every saved person,
regardless of hisdegree or level of faithfulnessin thislife, can claim the promise that he will not be hurt of the
second death.

John, the author of Revelation, carefully defines who the overcomer is. It should be noted that 1 John 5:4-5
isthe only passage in the New Testament that specifically asksthe question, “Who isthe overcomer?’ and then
answers that question: "Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesusisthe Son of
God" (v.5). In Revelation chapters 2-3 John records 7 promisesto the overcomer. In Revelation 21, verses 7-8,
there are two and only two groups mentioned: 1) the overcomers (the heirs!), and 2) the wicked unbelievers
who have their part in the lake of fire. No mention is made of a supposed third group made up of saved people
who are defeated failures. Thereare only two groups, and thereisaheaven and hell difference between the two.
We must conclude, therefore, that all the saved are overcomers and are exempt from the second death. It is
interesting to note the similarities between Revelation 21:8 and 1 Corinthians 6:9-10. Hodges and Dillow say
that these unrighteous ones (1 Cor. 6:9-10) will be excluded from millennial joys and blessings. John the
Apostle saysthat these unrighteous ones (Rev. 21:8) will havetheir part in the lake of fire. It's safer to sidewith
the Apostle John!

Romans 8:37 is an excellent "overcomer" verse because it teaches that every believer is "more than an
overcomer," indeed heisa"super-overcomer” (literal rendering of Greek). The"we" of verse 37 refersto every
true believer (those who have been predestinated, called, justified, glorified--v.29-30). "We are (v.37)"--right
now thisistrue! "In all these things'-in the midst of all the difficulties we triumph! "M ore than conquerors' =
hyper-conquerors, super-conquerors, super-victors, super-overcomers. It refers to one who gains a surpassing
or an overwhelming victory, the one who winsamost gloriousvictory. Itisthe Greek word huper nikao (from
"huper"--compare the English words "hyper" and "super" and the verb "nikao"--to overcome, to have the
victory (same word used for overcomers in Revelation 2-3). We are not just overcomers, we are more than
overcomers! We are not just victors, we are more than victors! How could anyone say, in light of this, that some
believers are not overcomers? No believer islessthan an overcomer, all believersare"more than overcomers"!
Oursis an overwhelming victory!

J.D. Faust, in hisbook, The Rod--Will God Sparet?, bases histheol ogy of punishment for believersprimarily
on Revelation 2:11, the passage that implies that non-overcomers will be hurt of the second death. He agrees
with Hodges, Dillow and Wilkin that only faithful, victorious Christians are overcomers. Since the overcomers
are told they will not be hurt of the second death, Faust concludes that the non-overcomers (the defeated
Christians or the apostate Christians) will indeed be hurt of the second death. His theory says that at the
judgment seat of Christ agreat multitude of believerswill be hurt of the second death (temporarily experience
hell!) and then will be tortured in the fires of Hades for a thousand years. Hodges, Dillow and Wilkin strongly
repudiate such teaching, and yet, isn't Faust being consistent with what he believes? Faust interprets Revelation
2:11inasimpleand straightforward way (based on hiserroneous presuppositions). Hodges, Dillow and Wilkin
areforced into doing exegetical gymnasticswith Revelation 2:11in order to avoid having awhole host of saved
peopletaste of the second death! All three of them are wrong, but Faust isthe more consistent of the three, even
though his conclusions are heretical!

For a more detailed study on thisissue, see our paper, Who Are The Overcomers?
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9. Who are the “joint-heirs”?

“And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirswith Christ; if so be that we suffer with Him, that
we may be also glorified together” (Rom. 8:17).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges, Joseph Dillow, Robert Wilkin and
Paul Benware

The fruitful believer The barren believer

The partaker or heir The carnal one (non-heir)

The believing believer The saved person who stops believing
The overcomer The non-overcomer

This saved person is an heir This person is saved but not faithful and
of God as are all believers, he is unwilling to suffer with Christ. He is
but he is also a “joint-heir an heir of God, as are all believers, but
with Christ” because of the he is not a “joint-heir with Christ.”

fact that he suffers with
Christ.

Observations:

This teaching insists that all believers are heirs of God but only those believers who suffer with Christ are
joint-heirs with Christ. It isonly these suffering believers who will inherit the kingdom and reign with Christ
during Hismillennial reign. Dillow says, “ All Christians are heirs of God, but not all are heirs of the kingdom
and joint-heirs with Christ” (p.90). Thisis also the position of Paul N. Benware, in his book, The Believer's
Payday (see Chapter 2 of Benware's book).

The Bible, however, teaches that suffering with Christ affects all those who are saved to some degree. See
John15:18-21; 16:33 1 Thess. 3:3-4; Rom. 8:16-17; 2Cor. 1:5; 2Tim. 2:11; 1 Pet. 1:6-7; 2:20-21; 4:12-13; 5:10,
etc.

The following is taken from our verse by verse study in Romans, under Romans 8:17:

There are some who teach that every believer isan "heir of God" but not every believer isa"joint-heir" or
"co-heir" with Christ. They understand the"joint-heirs" to beaspecial classof believerswho arevictorious
and who persevere to the end even though doing so requires difficulties and suffering. This is a
misunderstanding of thisverse. Paul is not talking about some special class of overcoming believerswho
qualify as joint heirs of Christ and who will reign with Him in the kingdom, in contrast to worldly,
non-suffering believers who will be excluded from the millennial kingdom and will be cast into outer
darknesswith weeping and gnashing of teeth. Though itistruethat some believers suffer more than others,
itisalso true that all believers share in Christ's sufferings (2 Cor. 1:5; John 15:18-21; 16:33; etc.). Every
believer isajoint-heir with Christ, sharingin both Hissuffering and Hisglory. All believerswill reignwith
Christ in His kingdom (M atthew 13:40-43).

Are the Joint-Heirs of Christ A Special, Elite Class of

Victorious, Overcoming Christians?

William Newell says the following under his commentary under Romans 8:17:
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If so bethat we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified with Him---Here two schools of
interpretation part company, one saying boldly that all the saints are designated, and that all shall
reign with Christ; the other, that reigning with Christ depends upon voluntary choosing of a path of
suffering with Him.

"That we may also be glorified together." Thisisthe key to our question: WHO are to be glorified
with Christ when He comes? In Chapter Five Paul says (and that of, and to, all the saints), "We
rejoice in hope of the glory of God." Andin 2 Thessalonians 1:10 we read, "When He shall cometo
be glorified in His saints, and to be marveled at in all them that believed." And again (Col. 3:4):
"When Christ our life shall be manifested, then shall ye also [evidently all the saints!] with Him be
manifested in glory." Again (1 John 3:2): "Now are we [all the saints] children of God . . . We know
that, if He shall be manifested, we [all the saints] shall be like Him; for we shall see Him even asHe
isl" (Romans, pages 316-317)

Zane Hodges is among those who teach that only an elite group of believers will reign with Christ, thus
dividing the body of Christ duringthe millennium and consigning the unfaithful, non-suffering believersto some
lower realm where they are not allowed to sharein Christ’ sgloriousreign. Hodgesteachesthat all believersare
"heirs of God," but that only suffering, victorious, overcoming believersare "joint heirswith Christ." But this
isnot what the text of Romans 8:16-17 actually says. Romans 8:16 teaches that we are the children (tekna) of
God (and certainly thisistrue of all believers--John 1:12). Romans 8:17 teachesthat if we are children (and we
are!) then we are also heirs. As God's children, what kind of heirsare we? We are heirsin two ways. 1) we
are heirs of God; 2) We are joint-heirs of Christ (see Heb. 1:2 where we learn that Christ is the great Heir).

In his excellent Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics, Daniel B. Wallace translates Romans 8:17 as follows:
"Now if we are children, [we are] also heirs: on the one hand, heirs of God, on the other hand, fellow heirswith
Christ" (p. 129).

"If so be" (eiper) means "if so be that." It is used six timesin the New Testament. It is used by Paul in
Romansin only one other place, also in this same chapter: Romans 8:9--"But ye are not in the flesh but in the
Spirit if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you." Paul makes a statement that is true of every believer ("you
arenot in theflesh but in the Spirit") and then he followsthiswith another statement that istrue of every believer
("the Spirit of God dwell(s) in you"). Paul was saying something like this: "Y ou are atrue Christian (not in the
flesh but in the Spirit) because I'm assuming that the Spirit of God dwellsin you."

Let'sfollow the same pattern in Romans 8:17. Paul makes a statement that istrue of every believer ("you are
heirs--heirsof God and joint-heirsof Christ") and then he followsthiswith another statement that istrue of every
believer (atrue believer suffers with Christ--John 15:18-21; 1 Pet. 5:10; Phil. 1:29; etc.). Paul was saying
something like this: "Y ou are true Christians (heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ) because I'm assuming
that HeisIN YOU, and if He isin you, then the world who hated Him is going to hate you because you have
been so identified with Him (Col. 1:24; John 16:33). Every true believer, therefore, sufferswith Him. That is,
those who share His glory then are those who share His sufferings now (see 1 Peter 5:10 where Peter gives no
indication whatsoever that he is talking about some elite group of suffering believers as opposed to carnal,
non-suffering believers; nor does Paul in Philippians 1:29).

Another similar example of "if so be that" isfound in 1 Peter 2:2-3. Here we find a similar pattern. Peter
gives a command to every saved babe in Christ: "Desire the pure milk of the word." He follows this with
another statement that is true of every believer: "you have tasted that the Lord isgracious." Peter was saying
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something like this: "Y ou are true Christians (true babesin Christ) and you ought to desire the pure milk of the
Word because I'm assuming that you have tasted that the Lord is gracious (and every believer has so tasted!).
If you have truly tasted of the Lord's grace, then you are going to desire more and more and more!

When Christ wasin the world, He was under constant attack from the world and from the devil. Today Christ
isin His believers who are in the world, and He, in them, continues to be under constant attack. The result of
thisisthat we sharein Christ's sufferings. Paul, inwriting to the sometimesvery carnal Corinthians, said to them,
"For as the sufferings of Christ aboundin us" (2 Cor. 1:5 and compare 2 Cor. 4:16-18). In Romans 8:18 Paul
speaks of "the sufferings of the present time" and what Spirit-indwelt believer is exempt from such?

Finally, Peter tells all believersto expect "fiery trial" and difficult testing, and to rejoice in it, "inasmuch as
ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings, that, when hisglory shall berevealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding
joy" (1 Peter 4:12-13). Thereisnot even ahint here that Peter is addressing these wordsto some elite group of
suffering believersin contrast to other believers who are unwilling to suffer for Christ. Peter was talking about
the sufferings that all believers share in and partake of.

It is certainly true that some believers suffer more than others. Likewise some believers are more faithful in
servingthe Lord than others. Somebelieverssharethe gospel moreeffectively than others. Somebelieverswalk
in the Spirit more than others. No one would doubt that there are different levels of faithfulness displayed by
God's children, and that many will suffer lossat the judgment seat of Christ. And yet we must not say that some
believers are exempt from the sufferings of Christ of which we are all partakers. Christ walked down the road
of suffering, and we who follow Him must do the same. Suffering is not optional for the child of God in this
Christ-hating, Christ-rejecting world. God's children in thisworld are marked by suffering (compare Hebrews
11:36-38 where this same principleisillustrated by O.T. saints).

There isindeed the condition of suffering with Him in order that we may be glorified together; but
this He makes good in all that are His.... all suffer with Him, who have the divine nature, even
Himself as their life, in an evil world, which constantly wounds and tries those who have that
nature.... Thissuffering [together] flows from possessing lifein Him whilst passing through a scene
where all is opposed to Him.... Hence, if this place of suffering in the world as it now is be a
necessary consequence of divine life surrounded by all that is working out its way of misery,
estrangement, and rebellion against Him, it is an immense privilege to suffer with Christ, cheered
along the road by the prospect of sharing His glory.” — William Kelly (Notes on the Epistle of the
Romans, p.142-144).

Just as the writer of Hebrews teaches that those who are without chastisement are bastards (illegitimate
children) and not sons (Hebrews 12:8), so Peter (1 Peter 4:12-13) and Paul (Romans 8:16-18; 2 Cor. 1:5; Phil.
1:29) would say this: But if ye bewithout suffering, of which all are partakers (1 Pet. 4:13; 2 Cor. 1:5), then are
ye bastards and not sons. But rejoice insomuch as you are sons and you are children and you are heirs of God
and you are joint heirswith Christ (Romans 8:16-17)! Y ou sharein Hiscross and you will sharein His crown.

10. Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth and Outer Darkness

“But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing
of teeth” (Matt. 8:12).
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“Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer

darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 22:13).

“And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and

gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 24:51).

“And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth”

(Matt. 25:30).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer
The partaker or heir
The believing believer
The overcomer

The barren believer

The carnal one (non-heir)

The saved person who stops believing
The non-overcomer

This saved person will
participate in the great
wedding banquet at the
beginning of the kingdom

This saved person will be excluded from
the wedding banquet, and for him there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
This involves great anguish and

age. Because of his remorse and regret. It even involves
faithfulness he will reign outer darkness!! Faust takes this
with Christ. teaching to the extreme. He says that
these wicked believers will be tortured
in the fires of Hades for 1000 years.
Observations:

Dillow acknowledges that the phrase "wailing (weeping) and gnashing of teeth" is used on three occasions
of the experience of the unregenerate in hell (Matt. 13:42,50; Luke 13:28). However heinsiststhat in the other
four placeswhereitisfound (thefour passagescited above), it isused of the regenerate in the kingdom (see page
351). Hodges agrees that saved people will experience weeping and gnashing of teeth (Grace In Eclipse, see
chapters 8-9).

In Matthew 13:41-43 two and only two groups are mentioned: 1) the righteous (v.43); and 2) those which do
iniquity or lawlessness (v.41). Also two and only two destinies are mentioned: 1) the righteous will shine forth
as the sun in the kingdom of their Father (v.43); 2) those who practice lawlessness will be cast into afurnace
of fire where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (v.42).

Dillow and Hodges teach that some of the righteous (the carnal ones, the non-overcomers) practice
lawlessness, whereas Matthew 13:41-43 makes a sharp contrast between the righteous and those who practice
lawlessness (compare also Matthew 7:23 where the lawless ones are clearly those who are not saved). Dillow
and Hodgesteach that many of therighteouswill be cast into outer darkness, whereasM atthew 13:41-43teaches
that the righteouswill shine asthe sun in the kingdom of their Father. Dillow and Hodges teach that some of the
righteouswill beweeping and gnashing their teeth, whereas M atthew 13:41-43 teachesthat it isthe unsaved that
will be doing this at the end of the age.

It isinteresting that Merrill F. Unger, though agreeing with Hodges/Dillow that unrighteous believers will
enter but not inherit the kingdom (1 Cor. 6:9-11; etc.), neverthel ess believed that the "weeping and gnashing of
teeth” passages all referred to hell. See Unger’ s Handbook and his discussion under Matthew 25:1-30 where he
says, " Theonetalent servant, amere professor, isexcluded from the kingdom (‘ outer darkness') and swept away
in judgment with the ungodly." [For amore detailed study on “Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth” see the paper “W eeping
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and Gnashing of Teeth—Is This the Fate of True Christians?” (20 pages).]

11. Those Who Profess With Lips But Deny By Life

“They profess that they know God; but in works they deny Him, being abominable, and disobedient, and
unto every good work reprobate” (Titus 1:16).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges

The fruitful believer The barren believer

The partaker or heir The carnal one (non-heir)

The believing believer The saved person who stops believing
The overcomer The non-overcomer

This person professes that This saved person professes that he
he knows God and his good knows God but by his wicked works he
works back up this denies Him. He is saved even though the
profession. The message message of his lips is contradicted by the
of his life is consistent with message of his life. He is a saved person
the message of his lips. who “lives like the devil” as it were.

Dillow doesnot discussthisverse. Hodges (The Gospel Under Siege, p.96) teachesthat thisverseisdescribing
those who are saved. Hodges says that this is a description of "redeemed and justified people" who were
performing works that were "unsuited to a Christian profession” (Grace in Eclipse, pages 68-69).

It is much better to understand this verse as describing a person who merely professes but does not truly
possess Christ. What doesthe verse itself say? Titus 1:16 saysthat these people profess with their lips but deny
God by their works, being abominable (astrong word to use for God’ s beloved children!), disobedient (used in
Titus 3:3 of the unsaved) and unto every good work reprobate. The immediate context is speaking about those
who are defiled and unbelieving (Titus 1:16).

This passage well illustrates the doctrine of Hodges. He teaches that a saved person can claim to know God
and yet totally deny Him by hisworksand life-style, being totally devoid of good works. Aswe are about to see,
Hodgeswill carry thisteaching even astep further. Titus 1:16 teaches, according to Hodges, that a saved person
can claim to know God yet deny Him by works. But Hodges al so teaches that a saved person can even deny that
he knows God! Hodges, as we shall soon see, gives the example of a saved person who does not even claim to
know God and who also denies Him by works! How could such a person be saved? See the following:

12. Can A Saved Person Totally Abandon the Faith?

“But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the
soul” (Heb. 10:39).
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The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer
The partaker or heir
The believing believer
The overcomer

The barren believer

The carnal one (non-heir)

The saved person who stops believing
The non-overcomer

The “believing believer” will
persevere in the faith and
his physical life will be

The saved person who does not
persevere in the faith will experience
“loss” or “destruction.”

preserved (see Dillow, | This judgment may involve physical
p.337).  His life will be | death for the sinning saved person (see
saved. (See Hodges, Dillow, p. 337).

Gospel Under Siege, pp. 74-

75)

Observations and Illustration:

According to Hodges, the word "perdition" in Hebrews 10:39 refers to "temporal ruin" not "eternal ruin"
(Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 807). However, the Bible consistently uses this term to describe eternal
destruction in hell. See Matthew 7:13 ("destruction"); John 17:12 ("son of perdition"—of Judas); Rom. 9:22;
Phil. 1:28; 3:19; 2 Thess. 2:3 ("son of perdition"—of the man of sin); 1 Tim. 6:9; 2 Pet. 2:1; 3:7,16; Rev.
17:8,11. Seetherelated term "perish" which isused in Matthew 10:28; Luke 13:3,5; John 3:15-16; 10:28; 2 Cor.
4:9; 2 Thess. 2:10; etc.

According to Dillow and Hodges, atruly saved person can depart from the faith, abandon the faith, reject the
gospel, mock Christianity, stop believing, and yet still be saved. Hodges believes that a regenerate person can
totally defect from the faith (total apostasy) and completely withdraw his Christian profession, and yet still be
saved (see Bible Knowledge Commentary, Commentary on Hebrews, page 795). Dillow says, "It is possible for
atruly born-again personto fall away from the faith and cease believing (emphasis mine). Heis called a carnal
Christian" (p.199). Note: The carnal Corinthians certainly did not fall away fromthe faith and cease believing!

The best way toillustrate thisis by using one of Hodges' ownillustrations. Hodges' illustration was givenin
atape series which he delivered while speaking at the Church of the Open Door which at the time was pastored
by G. Michael Cocoris. The series of tapes is entitled, "Great Themes in the Book of Hebrews" (available
through Redencion VivaPublishers). | believethisisthe sametape serieswhich Dillow mentionsas having been
so influential to him and which helped him to ook at the New Testament in awhole different way. On the tape
entitled "The Peril of Not Growing" Hodges discusses the great warning passage found in Hebrews chapter 6
and he gives this personal illustration:

| have afriend, and more than a friend, a man who labored with me side by side in the ministry of God’s
Word in thelittle group that has become Bible chapel and thisfriend hasfallen away from the
Christianfaith. He graduated from Bob JonesUniversity and from Dallas Theol ogical Seminary. And about
the time when he and hiswifeleft Dallas hiswife contracted avery seriousillness which over the years got
progressively worse until she was reduced to being a complete invalid, and after the death of his wife |
visited my friend (who now livesin the Midwest and who teaches Ancient History in a secular university).
And aswe sat in the living room together, face to face, he told me very frankly but graciously THAT HE
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NO LONGER CLAIMED TO BE A CHRISTIAN AT ALL, THAT HE NO LONGER BELIEVED THE
THINGS THAT HE ONCE PREACHED AND TAUGHT, and the situation was even worse than he
described because | heard through others that in the classroom on the university campus he often mocked
and ridiculed the Christian faith. As | sat in that living room | was very painfully aware that it was
impossible for meto talk that man into changing hismind. It wasimpossible for meto talk him back to the
conviction he had once held. IT WASIMPOSSIBLE for meto renew him to repentance. Y ou want to find
someone harder to deal with than an unsaved person? Find a person like that....

Oh how disgraceful for aman to have known the truth and proclaimed the truth and then to deny the truth!
He has put the Son of God to an open shame! Well you say, "l guess he’ s headed for hell, right? | guesshe’s
headed for eternal damnation. He's renounced his Christian faith." Wait a minute. | didn’t say that, and
neither does the writer of Hebrews. Let me remind you that Jesus said, "l am the bread of life. He that
cometh to Me shall never hunger and he that believeth on M e shall never thirst" and He also said, "He that
comethto Mel shall innowisecast out".... God’ swill isthat He lose no one (John 6:37-40). He has never
lost anyone and HE NEVER WILL! And | grieve because my friend AND BROTHER has lost his faith
BUT CHRIST HASNOT LOST HIM.HEHASLOST HISFAITHBUT CHRIST HASNOT LOST HIM!
Do you believe in the grace of God?

That thiswasavery sad and tragic case, wewould all agree. It grievesthe heart of every believer to seeaman
totally reject the things of Christ, the very Christ he once claimed to love. It must have been a heart-breaking
experience for Hodges. Here wasaman who no longer even professed that he knew God! Hetotally denied the
Christian faith. He even mocked and ridiculed the Christian faith, that is, he taught against the truth of
Christianity! Hodges believes that a regenerate person can totally defect from the faith (total apostasy) and
completely withdraw his Christian profession, and yet still be saved (Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 795).

If Hodges were talking to this apostate, he would probably say something like this:

My friend, | know you have turned your back on the faith and | know that you have rejected all that you
once believed, and I've heard that you now go so far as to mock Christianity in the university classroom.
But | want you to know that you are still asaved man. Y ou have lost your faith but Christ hasnot lost you.
Y ou have let go of Christ, but Christ has not let go of you.

Isit really wiseto try to assure an apostate that he is eternally safe? Could it be that this man was never saved
in thefirst place, although he seemed to bein many ways? Don't the tareslook very similar to thewheat? Do
not the unsaved people in Matthew 7:21-23 do certain things that might make you think they were believers?
Did they not do many wonderful works in Christ's Name? Did not Judas fool many of his companions into
thinking that he was one of them, when in reality he was only a mere pretender? My counsel to this person
would be much different than that of Hodges. | would not want to give him any false hope or false assurance.
| don't want to tell him he is safe when he might not be safe at all. | might say something like this:

"My friend, it has become clear that you have rejected the gospel of Jesus Christ, and when it comes to
Jesus Christ you refuse to believe on Him, having rejected the great amount of light and knowledge which
you previously had. Because of thisyou are in great danger because God's Word says that the unbeliever
is condemned (John 3:18) and will perish (John 3:16). God's Word teaches that the unbeliever will diein
his sins (John 8:24). | know of no place in God's Word that gives any kind of comfort or any kind of hope
to one who repudiates Christ and rejects Hisgospel. To turn your back on Jesus Christ isto turn your back
on your only hope of salvation."
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Hodges' friend, by hiswicked departure from the living God, was giving evidence that he probably was never
atrue believer inthefirst place. He did not "hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the
end" (Heb. 3:6,14) and thus he was not a true part of Christ’'s house. Like scaffolding, he was just a
TEMPORARY ATTACHMENT (see Luke 8:13— "who for awhile believe and in time of testing fall away"
and compare 1 John 2:19).

13. Can A Good Tree Bring Forth Bad Fruit?

“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening
wolves. Y e shall know them by their fruits’ (Matt. 7:15-16).

“A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit” (Matt.
7:18).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow
on Matthew 7:15-20

The fruitful believer The barren believer

The partaker or heir The carnal one (non-heir)

The believing believer The saved person who stops believing
The overcomer The non-overcomer

This saved person This saved person’s life is devoid of good
produces good fruit. He is works. He is saved but does not show
saved and shows that he is that he is saved (gives no evidence of
saved. saving faith). Even though his WORKS
are bad, his WORDS are not bad, and
therefore he is not considered a false
prophet.

Consider Matthew 7:15-20. Jesus said, "Y e shall know them by their fruits" and "every good tree bringeth
forth good fruit." At face value such verses seem to be totally at odds with the teaching of Hodges and Dillow.
Hodgesand Dillow teach that not every good tree brings forth good fruit. Jesuswas saying that if the treeisgood
then the fruit will be good. Hodges/Dillow teach that if the tree is good (if the person is saved) then the fruit
should be good but it may or may not be good. Hodges/Dillow in essence are saying that it is possible for agood
tree to bring forth evil fruit. What then did Jesus mean when He said, "By their fruits you shall know them"?

Hodgesand Dillow try to get around this by saying that the bad fruit that comesforth isnot the saved person’s
wicked works, but it isthe fal se teacher’ sWICKED WORDS (wicked teaching). That is, you will know afalse
prophet or false teacher by his false teaching (his words, his doctrine). Thus, Hodges and Dillow insist that a
saved person can bear no fruit, can persist in evil works (such as fornication, homosexuality, adultery,
drunkenness, etc.) and yet still be saved. Y et this wicked saved person is not an unsaved fal se teacher because
even though the fruit of hislife is bad the fruit of hislipsis good.

Y et, consider again theillustration given by Hodges of hisfriend who abandoned the faith. In thisillustration
we have, according to Hodges, asaved man who totally rejected the Christian faith. Hislife, since his apostasy,
isdevoid of good works. But it goes beyond this. Thisman even mocked and ridiculed the Christian faith in the
university classroom. That ishe TAUGHT AGAINST Christianity. The fruit of hisworkswas evil but the fruit
of HISWORDS was also evil. He was a false teacher! In light of Hodges' own teaching on Matthew 7:15-20
this man should be judged as an unsaved false teacher (because of the evil fruit of his WORDS). But Hodges
insists that this man was a saved person! Thisis very inconsistent! Dillow teaches that the unregenerate state
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of false teachersisproven by their doctrine (see Dillow, p.384, hisdiscussion of Matt. 7:16-19). Thusaccording
to Dillow’s own criteria, the man given in Hodges' example must be unregenerate.

14. Keeping God’s Commandments

“And hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He that saith, | know
Him, and keepeth not His commandments, isaliar, and the truth is not in him” (1 John 2:3-4).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer The barren believer

The partaker or heir The carnal one (non-heir)

The believing believer The saved person who stops believing
The overcomer The non-overcomer

The believing believer The carnal believer does not keep His
keeps God’'s commands commandments. This disobedient one
and thus demonstrates that is saved but he is not having
he is having fellowship with fellowship with God.

the Father.

Observations:

Hodgesand Dillow understand this passage (1 John 2:3-4), not asatest of salvation, but asatest of fellowship
(see Dillow, p.407). That is, obedience to God' s commands does not demonstrate that a person is saved, but it
demonstrates that a person is having fellowship with God. According to this view, disobedience to Christ’s
commands is not necessarily a mark of being unsaved.

The key question that must be answered is this. What does the expression, "I know Him" mean? If a person
"does not know Him" then does this mean that the person is unsaved or does this mean that the person is not
enjoying fellowship?

The New Testament teaching makes it very clear that KNOWING GOD is equivalent to having eternal life
(see John 17:3) and not knowing God is another way of saying that the personis unsaved (see 1 Thess. 4:5 and
2 Thess. 1:8). Hodges and Dillow teach that "knowing God" in John 17:3 means something very different from
"knowing God" in 1 John 2:3-4.

The position of Hodges and Dillow is that a person can persist in deliberate, willful disobedience to God's
commands, and yet this person can be saved. "I’ m saved, but | refuse to do what my Saviour tellsmeto do!" We
certainly would agree with Hodges and Dillow that true believers can struggle with times of disobedience.
Which one of us could say that we have never disobeyed our Saviour? The apostles themselves had their times
of rebellion against the revealed will of God. Certainly Peter was not being obedient when He denied his Lord
threetime. Andyet if you wereto look at the lives of the apostles as awhole, you would have to conclude that
their lives were characterized by obedience, not disobedience. That iswhy Jesus, who knew all of their faults
and failures, said of them, "They have kept Thy Word" (John 17:6). If you took a snapshot (still picture) of
Peter denying the Lord, you would conclude that he was a disobedient believer. If you took a video of Peter's
entire saved live, you would conclude that he was an obedient believer. He knew God and obeyed Him!
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15. Loving the Brethren

“We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his
brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his brother isamurderer: and ye know that no murderer hath
eternal life abiding in him” (1 John 3:14-15).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer The barren believer

The partaker or heir The carnal one (non-heir)

The believing believer The saved person who stops believing
The overcomer The non-overcomer

This saved person loves his This fleshly believer hates the brethren,
brothers and sisters in has not passed from death to life, abides

Christ thus demonstrating in death, is a murderer, and does not

that he has fellowship with have eternal life abiding in him, and yet in

God. spite of all this, he is saved!
Observations:

Hodges and Dillow strongly deny that loving the brethren is a mark of atrue believer. They insist that love
for the brethren is evidence that a person has fellowship with God, not that he is saved.

The expression "passed from death unto life" is carefully defined in John 5:24— "Verily, verily, | say unto
you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life." It is obviousthat the person who has passed from death unto
lifeissaved and haseternal life. The person who has not passed from death unto lifeis unsaved and condemned
and does not have eternal life. John teaches that the person who does not love his brother has not passed from
death unto life. He"abideth in death" (1 John 3:14). Indeed, he does not have eternal life abiding in Him (1 John
3:15). How could he say it any clearer?

Hodges and Dillow admit that John 5:24 refersto salvation. However they say that even though "passed from
death unto life" refers to salvation in John 5:24, it does not mean thisin 1 John 3:14 (see Bible Knowledge
Commentary, p. 896). They are forced to say that it means something different because otherwise it would not
fit into their theological system.

In the context, Cain isgiven as an example of a person who did not love hisbrother (1 John 3:12). Cain "was
of that wicked one" (1 John 3:12), that is, he was unsaved. Cain was not a carnal believer, he was an
unregenerate, wicked, unbeliever.

In 1 John 3:10 we learn that the person who does not love is brother is manifesting that he is a child of the
devil (unsaved).

In 1 John 2:9,11 we learn that the person hating his brother is"in darkness." Thisis not true of the saved
person: "Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness"
(1 Thess. 5:5).

"He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God islove" (1 John 4:8). This verse teaches that the person that
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"loveth not" is unsaved. Hodges and Dillow disagree. According to Hodges, this person is born of God but he
does not know God (Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 898)! He believes that this verse is describing a saved
person who does not love the brethren and who does not know God!

Isit correct to describe those who are truly saved (even carnal saved people) as those who know not God and
who are in darkness and who are abiding in the state of death and who are murderers and who do not have
eternal life abiding in them? Is this an accurate description of those whom God has saved and called out of
darknessinto His marvelous light?

The theology of Hodges/Dillow insists that a saved person can live just like the unregenerate and persist in
suchalifestyle. Thislife-styleincludeshatred for God' schildren. "I’ m saved but | detest Christians. | hate being
with them. | hate what they love and | love what they hate." Perish the thought!

16. Can A Saved Person Have A Dead Faith?

“What doth it profit, my brethren, though aman say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him?
Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith
without works is dead also” (James 2:14,17,26).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer The barren believer

The partaker or heir The carnal one (non-heir)

The believing believer The saved person who stops believing
The overcomer The non-overcomer

This believer is fruitful unto This is the person who believes in Christ
every good work. His faith but good works do not follow his

is not a dead faith. His faith justification. The result is that his faith
is accompanied by good shrivels up and dies. This spiritual
works. It is a living faith. impoverishment is considered “death.”

There is no connection between
justification and sanctification at all.
Though this person’s faith is “dead,” he
is nevertheless a saved person.

Observations:
The true connection between saving faith and good works is found in the following chart:
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The Relationship Between
Good Works and Salvation

Salvation is
NOT BY WORKS
(Eph. 2:8-9)

Salvation is
UNTO GOOD WORKS
(Eph. 2:10)

Good works are not the MEANS of salvation
(Titus 3:5).

Good works are the RESULT of salvation
(Titus 3:8).

Good works are not the CAUSE of salvation.

Good works are
salvation.

the CONSEQUENCE of

Good works are not what a person must do to
be saved.

“But to him that WORKETH NOT, but believeth
on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is
counted for righteousness” (Rom. 4:5).

Good works are what a saved person does.
“This is a faithful saying, and these things | will
that thou affirm constantly, that they which have
believed in God might be careful to maintain
good works” (Titus 3:8).

The unsaved person performs good works to
try to obtain God’s favor.

The saved person performs good works
because he has obtained God’s favor (Titus
2:11-14).

Believers do not work in order to be saved.

Believers work because they are saved!

FLESHLY WORKS: that which an unsaved
person tries to produce in order to be saved.

FAITH WORKS: that which God produces in
the saved person (Heb. 13:21).

FLESHLY WORKS cannot
please God (Rom. 8:8).

FAITH WORKS are pleasing to God
11:6).

(Heb.

The unsaved boaster: “Look what | have
done!” (see Matt. 23:5—"to be seen of men”).

The saved person: “Thank you Lord for what
You are doing in me” (Phil. 2:13).

The works of an unsaved person are grounds
for boasting.

“For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath
whereof to glory [boast]; but not before God”
(Rom. 4:2).

The works of a saved person bring praise to
God.

“Being filled with the fruits of righteousness,
which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and
praise of God” (Phil. 1:11).

DEAD WORKS (Heb. 6:1; 9:14; Eph. 5:11)
W orking apart from God’s LIFE.

FRUITFUL WORKS (Col. 1:10)

W orks which flow out of a right relationship to
the living God.

The unsaved person boasts in SELF (“I")
(Luke 18:11-12).

The saved person boasts in GOD
(1 Cor. 1:29-31).

A person cannot WORK FOR his salvation
(Rom. 4:5).

A saved person can WORK OUT the salvation
that he has

(Phil. 2:12).

EMPTY: “Nothing in my hands | bring; simply
to Thy cross | cling.”

FULL: “thatye may abound to every good work”
(2 Cor. 9:8; 1 Cor. 15:58)

Faith alone saves (Rom. 3:28).

The faith that saves is not alone (James
2:22).
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The error Paul corrected in Rom. 3-4:
SALVATION IS BY WORKS.
This is the error of legalism.

The error James corrected in James 2:
Works are unnecessary after we are saved.
This is the error of antinomianism.

You can’t be saved with works
(Rom. 3:28; 4:6; 2 Tim. 1:9).

You can’t show that you are saved without
works (James 2:18).

How can | be saved?
ONLY BY FAITH (Eph. 2:8; Gal. 2:16)

How can | show that | am saved?
ONLY BY WORKS (James 2:14-26).

Faith without works is essential for salvation
(Gal. 2:16).

Faith without works is detrimental and evi-
dences death (James 2:26).

Faith is the ROOT
(Gal. 5:6).

LOVE (expressed by good works) is the FRUIT
(Gal. 5: 6, 22; Heb. 10:24).

Faith is unseen (even as a root).

W orks are visible (Matt. 5:16).

Good works REJECTED (Matt. 7:22-23).

Good works REMEMBERED (Heb. 6:10).

The works of an unsaved person will be an
issue at the Great White Throne Judgment

(Rev. 20:11-15).

The works of a saved person will be an issue
at the Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10; 1
Cor. 3:11-15).

God’s message for the unsaved:

“This is the work of God, that ye believe on him
whom he hath sent” (John 6:29).

God’s message to the saved:

“[God’s grace] teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world...a peculiar people, zealous of good
works” (Titus 2:11, 12,14).

Impossible requirements for the unsaved:
“Run, John, run,” the law commands
but gives me neither feet nor hands...

Supernatural enabling for the saved:
...far grander news the Gospel brings,
It bids me fly and gives me wings!

— attributed to John Bunyan

I do not work my soul to save—
That my Lord hath done...

...But Iwould work like any slave
For love of God’s dear Son!

LORDSHIP SALVATION
ERROR:
Adding requirements to saving faith. To be
saved you must submit, obey, surrender to
Christ's Lordship, fulfill the conditions of
discipleship, etc.

GRACE EVANGELICAL
SOCIETY ERROR:
Insisting that a true believer can be barren and
devoid of good works even to the point of
abandoning the faith and totally rejecting the
gospel, even denying Jesus Christ.

For afuller discussion of James 2 and what it teaches about good works, see our paper, Justification by Faith
and Justification by Works, 25 cents.

In studying James 2, it isimportant to note that the emphasisison aprofession of faith. "Though aman say
hehath faith" (v.14). Thereisabigdifference between sayingthat you have faith and actually possessing faith.
And if we are going to prove that we havefaith, works must be shown: "I will show thee my faith by my works"
(v.18). If aperson cannot show any works, then it is reasonable to question whether he really has faith.
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17. Can A Saved Person Deny Christ?

“Whosoever therefore shall confess Me before men, him will | confess also before My Father whichisin
heaven. But whosoever shall deny Me before men, him will | also deny before my Father which isin
heaven” (Matt. 10:32-33).

“If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him: if we deny Him, He also will deny us: If we believe not, yet He
abideth faithful: He cannot deny Himself” (2 Tim. 2:12-13).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer The barren believer

The partaker or heir The carnal one (non-heir)

The believing believer The saved person who stops believing
The overcomer The non-overcomer

This faithful believer | Thisunfaithful believer denies Christ.
confesses Christ before | He publicly disowns Christ. Christ
men. Hedoesnot deny His | will someday deny him, but this
Lord. His Lord will not | unfaithful one will still be saved. He
deny him. He will reign | let go of Christ but Christ will not let
with Christ. go of him! However, because of his
failure to persevere, he will not reign
with Christ for athousand years.

Observations:

Peter denied hisLord threetimes. The sin wasvery seriousbut it was temporary. About 53 days later, on the
day of Pentecost, Peter boldly confessed Christ before thousands. As hislife isviewed as a whole, Peter was
a disciple who confessed Christ. His denial was an aberration.

Thomas Cranmer was the moving force of the Protestant Reformation in the mid 16th century in England.
In 1555 he was excommunicated by the Roman Catholic Church in Rome. As pressures mounted Cranmer
weakened and he even signed a statement in which he denied Protestantism. Just before he was to be put to
death by Queen Mary (“bloody Mary”) he renounced his denial, and once more and in the strongest terms
declared his Protestant faith. In dramatic fashion he showed how he felt about hisdenial of the principles of the
Reformation. The hand which had signed the denial he held in the flames until it was burned to a crisp. Then
the flames scorched his body, and he died the death of a martyr. He had a lapse of faith, but not an ultimate
denial of thefaith. Hisdenial, though serious, was only temporary. Cranmer, in thefinal evaluation, would not
be considered one who denied his Lord.

M atthew 10:32-33 describes a person who denies Christ. Thisis the person who says, “I don’t know Him!
He is not my Saviour! | do not belong to Him.” He denies any kind of saving relationship with Christ. The
person who confesses Christ gladly declaresthe opposite: “1 know Him as my personal Saviour and Lord. | am
Hisand He is mine!”

If aperson confesses Christ, then Christ will confessHim beforethe Father (M att. 10:32) and beforethe angels
(Luke 12:8). Thatis, Christ will say: “I know Him! HeisMine! That person belongsto Me!” But the onewho
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denies Christ will be denied by Him before the heavenly audience. The Lord Jesuswill utter these tragic words:
“1 do not know Him. He does not belong to Me.” Compare Matthew 7:23. The one who publicly disowns
Christ will be publicly disowned by Him.

Contrary to the teaching of Hodges and Dillow, the person who denies the Saviour isUNSAVED: “Who is
aliar but hethat denieth that Jesusisthe Christ? Heisantichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoever
denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth (confesses) the Son hath the Father
also” (1 John 2:22-23). Even the most carnal believer will not persistently deny Christ and deny having any
saving relationship to Him.

In 1 John 4:2-3 we learn that the person who DENIES CHRIST is not saved: “Hereby know ye the Spirit of
God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ iscomeinthefleshisof God: And every spirit that confesseth
not [the person who does not confess is the person who DENIES] that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not
of God: and thisisthat spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is
itintheworld” (1 John 4:2-3).

Those who deny Christ are those who are ashamed of Him: “Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when
he cometh in the glory of hisFather with the holy angels’ (Mark 8:38). Hodgesteachesthat thisis speaking of
true believerswho are ashamed of Christ (Grace In Eclipse, p. 58). The Bible, however, clearly teachesthat the
true believer is not ashamed of Christ (Rom. 10:11 and compare 1:16).

The teaching of Hodges and Dillow insists that a regenerate person can deny Christ, deny the faith, deny the
gospel, deny Christianity, deny any saving relationship to Christ, and yet still be saved. The Bible doesnot teach
this.

Who Will Reign With Christ?

“If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him” (2 Tim. 2:12a). Hodges/Dillow/Wilkin teach that thereis a
whole class of believerswho are saved but because of their unfaithfulnessthey will not reign with Christ. They
teach that only the persevering, suffering saints will reign with Christ. Only those who are “partakers’
(“servant/kings”) will rule with Christ for athousand years. Only the “joint-heirs” with reign with Him (Rom.
8:17). All other believers will be lesser citizens of the kingdom and will be in some sense on the outside, in
outer darkness, etc. They teach that the non-overcoming believerswill lose out on the privilege of reigning with
Christ (Rev. 2:26-27).

It isinteresting to scan the pages of the book of Revelation to see what it teaches about believersruling with
Christ andto seeif thisprivilegeislimited to someelite group of saved persons. “Unto Him that loved us, and
washed usfrom our sinsin Hisown blood. And hath made uskingsand priestsunto God and hisFather;
to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen” (Rev. 1:5-6). This passage teaches that all blood-
washed believers have been made kings and priests unto God. And askings, we must rule. Also, asthe church
of God we are the bride of Christ, and shall not the queen rule with the King?

“And they sung anew song, saying, Thou art worthy totakethe book, and to open the sealsther eof: for
thou wast dlain, and hast redeemed usto God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people,
and nation; And hast madeusunto our God kingsand priests: and we shall reign on theearth” (Rev. 5:9-
10). Notice the added information supplied by this passage. These blood-bought kings and priests had been
redeemed out of every kindred, and tongue and people and nation. Askingsthey must rule, and we are heretold
thelocation of their reign: “We shall reign on theearth.” Nothingissaid about aspecial class of blood-bought
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believers. These statements apply to all.

“Blessed and holy ishethat hath part in thefirst resurrection: on such the second death hath no power,
but they shall bepriestsof God and of Christ, and shall reign with him athousand years” (Rev. 20:6). We
have already seen that all blood-washed, blood-bought believers are made kings and priests unto God. Herewe
aretold that they will all reign with Christ athousand years (thiswill also includethetribulation saintsaccording
to Rev. 20:4). All who are part of the first resurrection (“the resurrection of life”—John 5:29) will sharein this
reign. Itisinteresting that Joseph Dillow, in his textbook on who shall someday reign with Christ (The Reign
of the Servant Kings) says nothing about any of these passagesin Revelation (1:5-6; 5:9-10; 20:4-6), apparently
because they contradict histheory. Hodgesteachesthat Revelation 20:6 does not refer to all believers, but only
to those faithful believerswho arethe HEIRS of the kingdom (Grace In Eclipse, p. 75). Thisisanother example
of forcing the text to fit one’ s theological view.

It isinteresting that Paul taught that all saints, including the Corinthian believers (who had serious problems
with carnality), would someday "judge theworld" and "judge angels" (1 Cor. 6:2-3). Itisinconceivablethat this
could be done apart from reigning with Christ, the One who is the final and ultimate judge of all men and all
angels. "Judging" the world and angelsin 1 Corinthians 6 refers, indeed, to "governing," "ruling," or "reigning
over," asin Matt. 19:28 (judging the twelvetribes of Israel) and Rev. 20:4a (judgment was given to those seated
on the thrones). Thisisjust one more indication that all saintswill rule with Christ, not just some special class
of "overcomers."

18. Will only some believers be presented
holy and unblameable?

“Inthebody of Hisfleshthrough death, to present you holy and unblameabl e and unreproveablein hissight:
if ye continuein thefaith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which
ye have heard” (Col. 1:22-23).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer The barren believer

The partaker or heir The carnal one (non-heir)

The believing believer The saved person who stops believing
The overcomer The non-overcomer

This is the believer who This carnal believer does not persevere
continues in the faith and and does not continue in the faith. He is
because of this he will be saved, but because of his unfaithfulness
presented holy and he will not be presented holy and
unblameable and unre- unblameable and unreproveable in His
proveable. He earns this sight.

spotless presentation
because he persevered in
the faith.

Observations:

Because of God's so-great salvation which istotally by grace, Colossians 1:22-23 describes something that
will be true of every blood-bought believer. It is the same truth that is set forth in Ephesians 5:27— "That He
might present it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should
be holy and without blemish." Certainly we do not want to envision half of the church presented faultless and
the other half being presented full of faults and blemishes! No, the entire body and bride of Christ will be
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presented faultless. The most carnal believer who has ever lived will be presented spotless and unblameable
before God: "Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the
presence of Hisglory with exceeding joy" (Jude 24). Hodgesand Dillow divide Christ’ sbeloved body and bride
in troubling ways.

Why then does Colossians 1:23 say "IF ye continue in the faith..."? A true believer does not continue in the
faith in order to be saved. A true believer continues in the faith because he is saved. Continuance in the faith
is not arequirement for salvation but it is the evidence of salvation. Christ prays for those who are saved (as
He did for Peter) that their faith will not fail. Hodges and Dillow teach that a true believer may abandon the
faith, stop believing, deny Christ, reject the gospel, teach against Christianity and yet still be saved. Their system
of theology seeksto make room for unbelieving apostates. Y et the Scripturesteach that if aperson does not hold
fast to the truth of the gospel, he is not saved: "Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel which |
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by which also ye are saved, IF ye keep
in memory [hold fast] what | preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain" (1 Cor. 15:1-2).

19. Can A Saved Person Be Characterized
as An Evil Doer?

“Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that
doeth evil hath not seen God” (3 John 11).

“And shall comeforth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil,
unto the resurrection of damnation” (John 5:29).

“Who will render to every man according to his deeds: To them who by patient continuance in well doing
seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life: but unto them that are contentious, and do not obey
the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of
man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; but glory, honour, and peace, to every man
that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile” (Rom. 2:6-10).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer The barren believer

The partaker or heir The carnal one (non-heir)

The believing believer The saved person who stops believing
The overcomer The non-overcomer

This faithful believer does This unfaithful believer's life is not
good and performs good characterized by doing good. He does
works and perseveres in the evil persistently and consistently, and yet
faith unto the end. he is still saved.

Observations:

In the 3 John 11 passage Hodges, true to histheology, believes that Diotrephes was a saved man. “John was
not questioning Diotrephes’ salvation” (Bible Knowledge Commentary, NT,p. 914). Hodgesinsists that atrue
believer may do evil and may be described as one who “hath not seen God” (p. 914).

In 3 John 11 John isteaching that those who do good are OF GOD. Theimplication isthat those who do evil
are NOT OF GOD. Hodges, in 3 John 11 and 1 John 3:10, teachesthat it is possible for a SAVED person to be
described as one who is“NOT OF GOD.” According to Hodges, the expression “he is not of God” does not
mean the person isunsaved but merely that “ a person so described does not find the source of hisactionsin God”

—30-



The Theology of Zane Hodges, Joseph Dillow and the Grace Evangelical Society

(Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 895 and see Dillow, p.173). But how is this expression used in 1 John and
in the Gospel of John? Consider the following:

1 John 3:8—the unsaved person is OF THE DEVIL.
1 John 3:9—the saved person is BORN OF GOD.

1 John 3:10—a contrast between the unsaved children OF THE DEVIL and the saved CHILDREN OF
GOD.

1 John 3:12—unsaved Cain was OF THE EVIL ONE.

1 John 4:2—the person who confesses Christ is OF GOD.

1 John 4:4—the saved person is OF GOD.

1 John 4:5—the unsaved are OF THE WORLD.

1 John 4:6—a contrast between the saved who are OF GOD and the unsaved who are NOT OF GOD.
1 John 4:7—the saved are BORN OF GOD.

1 John 5:1—the saved are BORN OF GOD.

1 John 5:4—the saved are BORN OF GOD.

1 John 5:18—the saved are BORN OF GOD.

John 1:13—the saved person is BORN OF GOD.

John 8:44—the unsaved are OF THE DEVIL.

John 8:47—a contrast between the saved who are OF GOD and the unsaved who are NOT OF GOD.

In light of the above usage, we may safely conclude that the expression "OF GOD" means that a person has
been born of God, is a child of God, belongs to God and to the true family of God and is therefore a saved
person. The expression "NOT OF GOD" means that the person has never been born of God, is not a child of
God, does not belong to God and does not belong to the true family of God. Thisperson isunsaved and is of the
devil (1 John 3:10). Therefore Hodges is incorrect to teach that the expression "NOT OF GOD" may be a
description of a saved person.

Hodges' teaching that a saved person may be characterized as an evil doer is refuted by John 5:29 which
clearly teaches that those who do evil will participate in the resurrection of damnation (the second resurrection
whichisexclusively for the unsaved). Thisverse mentionsonly two groups of people: 1) those who do good and
who havelife; 2) those who do evil and who are damned. Hodges and Dillow require athird group of those who
do evil and are saved, but this verse does not mention such.

Of interest is Faust's interpretation of John 5:29. In harmony with hisidea that unfaithful Christians will be
severely punished, he teachesthat the "resurrection of damnation™ will include unfaithful Christians! [The Rod,
p. 195]. Hodges and Dillow would strongly reject such teaching and yet in some ways Faust is more consistent
than they are. If, as Hodges and Dillow teach, unfaithful Christians can be described as"those who do evil" (3
John 11) then why don't they qualify for the resurrection of damnation (John 5:29)?

20. Can A True Believer Continue in Sin
and Persist in Sin?

“Whosoever isborn of God doth not commit sin; for His seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because
heisborn of God. Inthisthe children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth
not righteousnessis not of God” (1 John 3:9-10).
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“We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and
that wicked one toucheth him not” (1 John 5:18).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer The barren believer

The partaker or heir The carnal one (non-heir)

The believing believer The saved person who stops believing
The overcomer The non-overcomer

This righteous saved This unrighteous saved person continues in
person has a new nature sin and persists in wickedness. This carnal
that never sins. Moreover believer does not practice righteousness.
this saved person He is born of God and has a new nature but
consistently walks in the he consistently walks in the flesh. He will
Spirit and does not fulfill the not inherit the kingdom and will not reign
lusts of the flesh. with Christ.

Observations:

There are three factors which prevent atrue believer from continuing in sin, and they all begin with the letter
13 C.H

(1) CONFESSION—The sinning believer need not continue in a state of sin because he may CONFESS
hissins (1 John 1:9) and God isfaithful and just to forgive hissin and cleanse him from all unrighteousness.

(2) CONVICTION—Spirit wrought conviction ought to lead to humble confession. If it does not, the
conviction continues. The Holy Spirit makes His grieved presence felt (Eph. 4:30). Thetrue believer can
never be comfortable in his sin, even asrighteous Lot’s soul was vexed in Sodom (2 Pet. 2:7-8). We can
thank God that He makes us miserable when we are not right with Him. When we are disobedient we are
unsettled, unpeaceful, unhappy. Thank God it is so!

(3) CHASTENING—If the sinning believer does not respond in the right way to God’ s conviction in the
heart, then the Father will chasten Hischild whom Heloves (1 Cor. 11:31-32). Maximum chastisement can
even result in the physical death of the believer (1 Cor. 11:30). Asagood human father will not permit his
child to continue doing wrong, so the Heavenly Father will not permit Hischild to continue in wickedness.

[Hodgesteachesthat it’ spossiblefor true Christiansto be "bastards" (Heb. 12:8-KJV) or illegitimate sons,
and even though they are saved, they will not be chastened of the Father and they will losetheir inheritance!
See Hodges discussion of Hebrews 12:8 in The Bible Knowledge Commentary.]

A Key Question:
“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?’ (Rom. 6:1)

Paul’s answer :
“God forbid (Perish the thought!). How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?’ (Rom. 6:2)

Hodges/Dillow answer:

The believer should not continue in sin but many believers do. Many persist in sin and practice
unrighteousness (even persisting in the sins mentioned in 1 Corinthians 6:9-10). They will be saved but they
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will not inherit the kingdom. Questions: Why are not these believers convicted? Where is the Father’'s
chastening hand? Where is the heavenly restraint?

R. Gene Reynoldsin his helpful book Assurance—You Can Know You’re A Christian said the following on
page 73:
A person whoisliving sinfully, who knows heisliving sinfully, who enjoysliving in such amanner,
who intends to continue that sinful way of living—that person does not have the Holy Spirit living
within him. The very fact that he is‘comfortable’ about hissin is proof of the Spirit’s absence. His
spiritual vital sign registers “no life.”

Hodges teaches that righteous living proves that a person is saved but that unrighteous living does not prove
that a personislost (Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 893). He says, “the converse does not follow” (p. 893).
In other words, Hodges teachesthat a person can give evidence that he is saved but he cannot give evidence that
heislost! Hisrighteousliving pointsto LIFE but hisunrighteousliving doesnot point to DEATH! He can have
assurance of salvation but not assurance of damnation!

21. Those Who “Have Part in the First Resurrection”
Is This An Exclusive Group of Saved People?

“Blessed and holy is he that hath part [portion] in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years” (Rev.
20:6).

“If by any means | might attain unto the resurrection of the dead” (Phil. 3:11).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer The barren believer

The partaker or heir The carnal one (non-heir)

The believing believer The saved person who stops believing
The overcomer The non-overcomer

This faithful believer has This barren believer will not have part
part in the first resurrection or inheritance in the first resurrection
and will inherit the kingdom and will not reign with Christ. This
and reign with Christ. This carnal believer will not attain unto the
is the believer who attains resurrection of the dead.

unto the resurrection of the
dead.

Observations:

Hodges says that Revelation 20:6 does not refer to all believers, but only to those faithful believerswho are
the HEIRS of the kingdom (Grace In Eclipse, p. 75).

Dillow teachesthat Philippians 3:11 refersto a special class of saved peopleinvolved in thefirst resurrection.
Those who attain unto the resurrection are those who will inherit the kingdom: “[Paul] hopes to earn a place
among that special class of resurrected saints who have been faithful to their Master to the final hour and will
hear Him say, ‘Well done!’” (Reign of the Servant Kings, pages 559-561).
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The teaching of Hodges and Dillow resembles the teaching which has come out of the erroneous OVER-
COMER movement, which is dominated by “partial,” or “split” rapturists. The Overcomer movement allows
for a partial rapture, whereas Dillow and Hodges allow for a partial or split resurrection.

Note: It'sof interest that Dillow's book, The Reign of the Servant Kings, was published by Schoettle Publishing Company, the
same company that publishes the books of key men who held to the partial rapture theory: Robert Govett, G. H. Lang,
D.M .Panton, G.H.Pember, etc. It isalso the same company that has published J.D.Faust's book, The Rod--Will God Spare I1t?
which teaches that the majority of saved people will be hurt of the second death and suffer torment in the fires of Hades for a
thousand years. All of these authors share the common belief that not all saved people will inherit the kingdom of God.

Theideaof asplit resurrection for believer sisreinforced by the teaching of Bob Wilkin, founder and director
of the Grace Evangelical Society.

Wilkin's shocking comments regarding Daniel 12:2 are found in the newsletter of GES entitled GRACE IN
FOCUS (March/April 2004), pages 2,4. In this article he says that the phrase "some to shame and everlasting
contempt" does not refer to the unregenerate (unsaved) but it refersto OT BELIEVERS: "Some believers will
experience shame when resurrected.” He likens this to the shame mentioned in 1 John 2:28 (which certainly is
not everlasting shame). Wilkin writes: "Now admittedly Daniel does speak of 'everlasting contempt’ which is
literally 'everlasting abhorrence.' But thisis parallel to shame. It simply means that forever this person will live
with the consequences of their (sic) unwise life."

Leon Wood, in his commentary on Daniel under Daniel 12:1, says this:

The word for "shame" means literally "reproaches," and the word for "contempt", from the root, dara, "to
repel from oneself," means "something abhorrent.” "Everlasting” is best taken as modifying both.
Reference, clearly, isto the eternal state of the wicked in unending punishment.

Brown, Driver and Briggsdefinethe phrase as"everlasting abhorrence”" (p. 201). The only other placeinthe Old
Testament that thisterm "abhorrence" isfound isIsaiah 66:24 where it is clearly areference to the punishment
of the wicked, "for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched and they shall be an abhorring
unto all flesh."

How Wilkin can describetrue believers asthose who will be shamed and abhorred forever isincomprehensible.
I am reminded of the many errors of J.D.Faust (author of THE ROD--WILL GOD SPARE IT?) who takes
numerous passages that pertain to the everlasting punishment of the wicked and wrongly applies them to
believers.

22. Children of God and Children of the Devil

“In thisthe children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness
is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother” (1 John 3:10).
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The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer
The partaker or heir
The believing believer
The overcomer

The barren believer

The carnal one (non-heir)

The saved person who stops believing
The non-overcomer

This believer by his righ-
teous living and love for his
brethren clearly manifests
that he is a child of God.
Righteous living proves that

This saved person does not practice
righteousness and does not love his
brother. He lives like those who are
children of the devil but this does not
prove that he is lost.

a person is saved.

Observations:

See the Bible Knowledge Commentary, page 895, for Hodges' interesting comments concerning 1 John 3:10.
According to Hodges, righteous living proves that a person is saved but wicked living does not prove that a
personislost. Apparently aperson can gain assurance if heisliving righteously, but if heisliving wickedly he
need not worry too much. Hodges teaches that saved persons can live just as wickedly as unsaved persons.
Dillow saysthis: "When a Christian is‘ of the devil,” John means that, when he commits even one sinful act, in
the doing of that act, the source of it was Satan" (p.172).

But John isnot speaking of one sinful act or asingle occurrence of unrighteousness. He speaking of aperson
who does not practice righteousness. Hislifeischaracterized by practicing unrighteousness. He does not love
his brother. Heis likened to Cain, who was "of that wicked one" (v.12). Because he hates his brother he is
likened to amurderer (v.15), "and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him" (v.15). Itishard
to imagine what stronger words could have been used to describe an unsaved person!

23. The False Teacher of 2 John 9

“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son” (2 John 9).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges

The fruitful believer
The partaker or heir
The believing believer
The overcomer

The barren believer

The carnal one (non-heir)

The saved person who stops believing
The non-overcomer

This faithful believer holds
to the true doctrine of
Christ. He is not a false
teacher. He honors the Lord
by the way he lives and by
what he teaches.

This wicked person is a false teacher
who teaches false things about the
Person of Christ. He “hath not God” but
he is still saved.

Observations:

Hodges, true to his system, understands the first part of verse 9 as a reference to a saved person (Bible
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Knowledge Commentary, p. 908). He sees this as a doctrinal deviation but not loss of salvation. The normal
and natural way of understanding of the phrase “hath not God” is to understand that the person was not saved.
However, Hodges does not understand it this way.

Dillow teachesthat the unregenerate state of false teachersis proven by their doctrine (p. 384). If thisistrue,
then why is the false teacher of 2 John 9 considered regenerate?

24. Saved But Not Led
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God” (Rom. 8:14).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer
The partaker or heir
The believing believer
The overcomer

The barren believer

The carnal one (non-heir)

The saved person who stops believing
The non-overcomer

This faithful believer is led
by the Spirit of God. He is a
son of God indeed!

This unfaithful believer is not led by the
Spirit. He is a son of God but he is not
a son of God indeed.

Observations:

See Dillow’ s discussion of the two sons on page 368 and following. Again we see the constant attempt by
Dillow and Hodgesto divide all saved peopleinto two distinct classes. Romans 8:14 says nothing about being
“asonindeed.” It ssmply says that “as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” It's
unthinkable that Christ, the good Shepherd, should not lead His sheep! All of Hissheep are LED. And all that
are LED are His sheep, Hissons. “All the way My Saviour leads me!” Compare John 10:27.

25. “Salvation Ready To Be Revealed”

(But Only For The Spiritual Few!)

“Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to berevealed in the last time”
(1 Pet. 1:5)

The Teaching of Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer
The partaker or heir
The believing believer
The overcomer

The barren believer

The carnal one (non-heir)

The saved person who stops believing
The non-overcomer

This faithful believer will be
kept unto salvation ready to
be revealed at the last time,
which refers to the glorious
reign of the “partakers” in
the coming kingdom.

This unfaithful believer will not be kept
unto the salvation ready to be revealed
at the last time. He will not inherit the
kingdom and will not reign with Christ.
He will experience weeping and
gnashing of teeth in outer darkness.
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Observations:

See Dillow's explanation of 1 Peter 1:3-5 on pages 86 and 497. Dillow says, "The salvation to be revealed
in the last time is not deliverance from hell. Rather, it is the glorious reign of the metochoi (partakers) in
the coming kingdom. Those Christians who persevere in faith keep themselves for this great privilege" (p.
497). Notice how Dillow distorts and twists what the text really says.

What 1 Peter 1:3-5 says

What Dillow says

They are kept by the power of God

Dillow says that they "keep
themselves"!

Peter says that these born again ones
have a living expectancy which
involves an eternal inheritance and it
istheirs only because of "His
abundant mercy" (verses 3-4).

Dillow says that a certain group of
elite believers ear n this inheritance
by persevering in the faith.

Peter speaks of those things that are
true of every born again believer
(verses 3-5).

Dillow, without any indication from
the text, distinguishes a special group
of faithful believers who will gain

this special inheritance. Other born
again believers will be excluded from
this inheritance and will not reign
with Christ.

In 1 Peter 1:3-5, Peter is speaking of things that are true of every saved person, not just the spiritual elite.
Verse 3 clearly refers to all who have been born again, not to some special class of saved people. God’s
keeping power extends to every saved person, even to carnal believers. The Great Shepherd keeps all of His
sheep (1 Pet. 2:25), not just a special group of sheep.

1 Peter 1.5 is avery important text, when understood correctly. It helps us to understand how God keeps
His children. It says that we are constantly (present tense) being kept (guarded) by the power of God
through faith. It teaches that God keeps us; we do not keep ourselves. How does God keep us? Hodges and
Dillow teach that all believers are kept eternally secure whether they believe or not. Peter says that we are
kept by the power of God "through faith" (not "apart from faith"). God in His faithfulness not only keeps
us, but He keeps us faithful! As He did with Peter, Christ intercedes for His believers that their faith will
not fail (compare Luke 22:32).

26. Regenerate Bastards?

"But if ye be without chastisement, of which all are partakers, then are ye
bastards, and not sons" (Hebrews 12:8).
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The Teaching of Zane Hodges

The fruitful believer The barren believer

The partaker or heir The carnal one (non-heir)

The believing believer The saved person who stops believing
The overcomer The non-overcomer

This faithful believer is a These are Christians who have been
partaker of God's disloyal to the faith (apostates) and
chastisement (discipline). have lost their inheritance. These
These heirs are being illegitimate children are true Christians
prepared by this but they will not partake of God's
educational process for discipline. Instead they will receive
millennial reward. severe judgment.

It is shocking indeed to see what Hodges does with the Hebrews 12 passage which teaches that God
chastises every legitimate son of His and that if you are without chastisement, then you are bastards and not
sons (Heb. 12:7-8).

Zane Hodges, writing in The Bible Knowledge Commentary, page 810, says this: "In speaking of those who
are not disciplined and are thus illegitimate children, he was probably thinking of Christians whose
disloyalty to the faith resulted in their loss of inheritance (i.e. reward) which is acquired by the many sons
and daughters. (In the Roman world, an ‘illegitimate child’ had no inheritance rights.) What such Christians
undergo, the author had shown, is severe judgment. On the other hand, believers who undergo God's
‘discipline’ are being prepared by this educational process for millennial reward."

There are at least several serious problems with this view:

1. This view teaches that there is a group of saved people who are not God's sons. How can a truly
regenerate person not be one of God's sons (see Galatians 3:26-4.7 and Romans 8:14-17)?

2. "For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth" (Heb. 12:6; Rev. 3:19; etc.). How can Hodges teach that there
are some sons, some saints that are not chastened by God? This passage in Hebrews 12 clearly teaches that
God chastises every true son of His. Those who are not chastised are none of His! But Hodges teaches that
those who are not disciplined are CHRISTIANS who have been disloyal to the faith.

3. If there were indeed a group of saved people who were living wicked lives, would not they need God’s
chastening even more than those walking on God’ s path? Why would God refuse to chasten those who need
it the most? If an earthly Father would be quick to correct a wayward son, would not the heavenly Father
do so? If we being evil would do these things how much more our heavenly Father!

For these and other reasons, | totally reject Hodges suggestion that the term illegitimate ("bastards'--KJV)
is an appropriate term to describe saved people who are truly regenerate. When the writer of Hebrews used
the term "bastards" (illegitimate children) he was referring to those who are not part of the true family of
God, that is, those who are unsaved. God only disciplines His own, but He disciplines ALL OF HIS OWN.
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27. Assurance of Salvation
and Continuance in the Faith

Hodges and Dillow teach that you undermine a person’s assurance of salvation if you tell him that
continuance in the faith is an evidence of genuine salvation. Their argument goes something like this:
"Since you do not know if you will continue in the faith until the end of your life, then you can never have
assurance of salvation. Since there is always the possibility that you will depart from the faith, you can
never know for sure that you are saved."

For a detailed discussion of Hodges and Dillow and their teaching on assurance see our paper, Hodges,
Dillow, Wilkin (GES), and Faust---Their Teaching on Assurance of Salvation.

An illustration of security is given to us in Acts 27. In this case the issue is not eternal security but the
security and safety of Paul and the others who were with him in the ship in the midst of aterrible storm.

Notice that God’s sure promise is given in atwofold way:

1. NONE WILL BE LOST: "And now | exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of
any man’s life among you, but of the ship" (Acts 27:22).

This reminds us of God’'s promise to the believer that none shall be lost: "And this is the Father’s will
which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me | should lose nothing, but should raise it up
again at the last day" (John 6:39).

2. ALL WILL BE SAVED: "Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God
hath given thee all them that sail with thee" (Acts 27:24).

This reminds us of God’'s promise to the believer that all will be saved: "And thisis the will of him that
sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and | will
raise him up at the last day" (John 6:40).

In spite of God'’s promise to these crewmen, Paul told them something very amazing. He gave them a very
strong warning that if they do not remain in the ship they would perish: "Paul said to the centurion and to
the soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved" (Acts 27:31). This warning was necessary
because in verse 30 we see that the crewmen were about to abandon ship and if they had done this the results
would have been disastrous. These men responded in the right way to Paul’s warning. They all remained
in the ship and they were all saved: "And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship.
And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safeto land" (Acts 27:44).

Every true believer is on the "ship of faith.” He is safe and secure on this ship and God promises him a
safe journey even through dangerous waters. And yet, often believers are given strong warnings to "stay in
the ship" (that is, to continue in the faith and not to abandon the faith). Some of these warnings and
exhortations are as follows:

ACTS 14:22— "continue in the faith" (compare Col. 1:23)

ACTS 13:43— "continue in the grace of God"
Compare also Hebrews 3:6,12,14; 1 Cor. 15:2— "HOLD FAST!"
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Hodges and Dillow strongly object to telling a person that if he does not continue in the faith then he
cannot be saved. They say that this undermines assurance of salvation. Their teaching is that a person is
saved whether he continues in the faith or not. He can abandon the faith and still be saved.

Going back to the illustration found in Acts 27: Hodges and Dillow would apparently object to Paul’s
warning that if the crewmen did not stay in the ship they could not be saved. They might say, "But did not
God promise that they would be saved? Would not they be saved whether they stayed in the ship or not?"
No, had they abandoned ship their lives would have been lost. God used Paul’s warning as a means of
keeping these crewmen safe, just as God uses the very strong warnings in the New Testament as a means
of keeping His true believers safe and on the ship of faith.

To say that God keeps believers safe even if they abandon the faith is contrary to 1 Peter 1:5— "Who are
kept by the power of God THROUGH FAITH unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time." How
does God keep us? God keeps us THROUGH FAITH, not apart from faith. Christ intercedes for His own
that their faith will not fail (Luke 22:32). Hodges and Dillow teach that the true believer can have eternal
security apart from faith!

It may seem contradictory that God can promise us eternal safety and yet at the same time issue strong
warnings that if we abandon the faith we are not safe! But keep in mind that God uses these warnings as a
means of keeping us on the ship of faith. The teaching of Hodges and Dillow is that the believer can abandon
ship and fall overboard and still be safe.

28. Did Paul Always Assume His Readers Were Saved?

On page 95 of The Gospel Under Siege, Hodgesimpliesthat Paul was not concerned about the eternal destiny
of hisreaders because he knew they were all saved. He makesthis statement: “ There isnot even asingle place
in the Pauline | etters where he expresses doubt that his audience is composed of true Christians” (p.95).

Hodges in referring to the book of Hebrews said this: “[Nowhere] in his letter did the writer [of Hebrews]
betray the slightest suspicion that his audience might contain people who were not real Christians...The
widespread view that he was concerned about mere professors of the faith as over against genuine believersis
not found in the text” (Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 787).

In 2 Corinthians 13:5, Paul said thisto the Corinthians: “ Examine yourselves, whether ye beinthe faith; prove
your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christisinyou, except ye bereprobates?” Those
who areIN THE FAITH are those who have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ and who are thusINDWELT BY
HIM. If Jesus Christ isnot in a person, then that person isnot saved. Romans 8:9 impliesthat Paul was aware
of the possibility that some of hisreaders may not have been true Christians. In 1 Corinthians 15:2 Paul stated
that some of his readers were not saved if they had believed in vain, not holding fast to the truth of the gospel.

Itisimportant to make aclear distinction between mere professorsand true possessors. Scofield makesaclear
distinction between believers and professorsin hisbooklet, Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth. Did Paul really
believe that everyone in the churches he was writing to was saved? Was he not aware that tares could easily
creep in among the wheat?

Suppose that pastors today were to view their audience in the same way that Hodges says Paul viewed his
audiences. Should they always assume that their audience is made up of saved people? Does a mere profession
indicate atrue possession? Should not the people be challenged to show that they are really saved and to give
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evidencethat God has done awork of gracein their hearts? Should they not be diligent to make their calling and
election sure? Should we assume that because someone is sitting in the pew that Christ isliving in the heart?

Should we assume that because someone is in church that this automatically means he is IN CHRIST? Is
everyone who merely names the name of Christ atrue believer (see 2 Timothy 2:19)?

We arelivingin aday when vast multitudes of Americans are claiming to be born again. With their lipsthey
say that they have put their faith in Christ, and yet their daily lives are no different from thousands of non-
professors all around them. They arerarely, if ever, found at the prayer meeting; they have no family worship;
they seldom read the Scriptures; they will not talk with you about the things of God; their walk is thoroughly
worldly; yet they are quite sure they are bound for heaven. Y ou ask them how they know they are saved and
they will tell you that many years ago they “accepted” Christ and “once saved always saved” is now their
comfort. Do we have any warrant from the Scripturesto challenge such a profession? Apparently Hodges and
Dillow think we do not.

It isimportant to understand that the Scriptures do not provide assurance of salvation to all those who merely
professfaith in Christ. False profession isamatter of life and death spiritually, and thus the many warnings of
the Scriptures must be received with the same readiness as the promises. These warnings must be taken
seriously, as lack of assurance in the regenerate is far less critical than false assurance in the unregenerate. A
true Christian may have horrible doubts and fears about losing his salvation, but in spite of this, when he dies
he is going to be safe in the arms of Jesus. His anguish of soul, though regrettable, is only temporary. Thisis
far less seriousthan the case of an unsaved person who claimsto be a Christian and who is given fal se assurance
that all is well with his soul. This has very grave eternal consequences. It is far better for our teaching and
preaching to err on the side of causing believers to examine their profession and to make sure they are saved,
than to give even the slightest degree of hope and fal se assurance to unbelievers.

29. Surprises in Heaven?

In an article in the Grace Evangelical Society News (July-August 1994), Zane Hodges insists that King
Saul was a saved regenerate man: “One of the best examples of God's grace in the OT salvation is found
in the story of Saul. Saul’s regeneration is recorded in 1 Samuel 10:1-10.” This is consistent with the
doctrine espoused by Hodges/Dillow which insists that a saved person can persist in the works of the flesh
and be dominated by them throughout his life, as was certainly true with the case of Saul.

They also teach that Simon the sorcerer was a saved man (Acts 8), in spite of Peter’s strong words: “But
Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be
purchased with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of
God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be
forgiven thee. For | perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity” (Acts 8:20-
23). See Dillow, p.327. If these were Peter’s words to a saved man, what would he say to a wicked
unbeliever?

Hodges also teaches that wicked, self-centered Diotrephes was a saved man (3 John 9-11). See his
commentary on 3 John in the Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 914. Thus a true believer may do evil and
may be described as one who “hath not seen God”! Also to be found among the saints in heaven are
Hymenaeus and Philetus (Dillow, p.336) and Demas (Dillow, p.339). The apostates described in 2 Peter
2:20-22 will aso be in heaven (Dillow, p.467)!

Hodges seems also to imply that Esau was a saved man (Heb. 12:16-17), and that his life is a warning to
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true believers lest they forfeit their inheritance (Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 807).

Dillow makes the amazing statement that the majority of the Israelites [in the wilderness] were born again
(p.213)! “The majority of the exodus generation was regenerate” (Dillow, p. 448). He also believes that all
of the sons of Jacob were born again (p.318).

A shocking article was published in Grace in Focus (published by G.E.S.) In the Sept/Oct 1007 issue. The
lead article was written by Bob Wilkin and entitled, “Are Esau and Cain in Heaven or Hell?” Wilkins argues
that these men are probably in heaven, along with King Saul, Simon Magus (Acts 8) and King Agrippa. The
conclusion regarding Cain is both puzzling and troubling. In the context of distinguishing between the
children of God and the children of the devil (1 John 3:10), John tells us that Cain “was of that wicked one.”
If Cain was of the devil, then by what kind of eisegesis do we have him among the redeemed in heaven?
Wilkin's weak argument is as follows: “Surely Adam and Eve, who met with the pre-incarnate Jesus in the
garden, would have evangelized both Cain and Abel. If Abel believed, would it not be likely that his brother
Cain would as well?” Evangelism is one thing; believing the message of good news is another matter. His
argument for Esau being saved isjust as weak: “Would not Isaac and Rebecca have evangelized both of their
sons? If Jacob believe in the coming Messiah for eternal life, wouldn't it be likely that his brother, Esau,
would have aswell?”  And on what basis do we include King Agrippa among the redeemed? Agrippawas
almost persuaded to be a Christian (Acts 26:27-29). By what reasoning can we make “amost persuaded”
to be equivalent to becoming a Christian? And what signs of eternal life are found in the life of murderous
King Saul who consistently manifested the works of the flesh?  Similar things could be said of Esau.
Wilkin's conclusions are unbiblical, but they are consistent with his antinomian theology.

God only knows the hearts of men, and some of the above examples could be debated by students of God's
Word, but these examples illustrate the main thrust of the teaching of Hodges, Dillow, and others, namely
that a truly saved person can live a life that is undistinguishable from that of the unregenerate, and he will
end up being in the kingdom, though not an heir of it. Because of this doctrine there is a tendency among
these teachers to look at certain wicked people in the Scripture and say, "l don't see any reason why this
person could not have been a saved person.” It matches their template. God's template is as follows:
"Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his.
And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity” (2 Tim. 2:19).
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WereAll of thelsraelitesin the Wilderness Saved? The Misslerssay "Yes'!

One statement the Misslers book [ The Kingdom, Power, & Glory--The Overcomer's Handbook, by Chuck and
Nancy Missler] was somewhat shocking:

Finally, there were the two million Israelite believers who were supposed to inherit the blessings of the
promised land, but they failed to do so because of their disobedience and lack of faith. They were saved
(they had put the blood on the doorposts of their homes), but they were unable to receive their inheritance
and go into the promised land (a foreshadow of the Millennial Kingdom) because of doubt, disobedience,
and unfaithfulness. Only Caleb and Joshua of that generation inherited the land and the blessings from
God (p. 60).

To say that the entire congregation of Israel in the wilderness was saved goes against two Biblical principles:
1) The Old Testament teaches consistently that within the congregation of Israel there existed only a small
fraction or remnant of people who were faithful to God (Isaiah 1:9; 10:20; Rom. 11:27). Remember, "they are
not al Israel, who are of Israel" (Rom. 9:6). In other words, not all Israglites are saved Israglites; 2) The Lord
Jesus taught that compared to the "many" on the road to destruction, those on the road to life are comparatively
only a"few" (Matthew 7:13-14). A genera principle in any age is that the saved are greatly outnumbered by
the unsaved. Thereisonly onetime in the history of the world when every Israelite will be saved, and that will
be at the beginning of the millennial kingdom (for the simple reason that the unsaved will not be allowed to
enter--Matthew 13:41-43. But even in the kingdom, under ideal conditions, the unsaved will eventually flourish
and rebel (Rev. 20:7-9).

Does it really make good Biblical sense to say that these stiffnecked, murmuring, unbelieving Israelites were
all saved? And what of Korah and those who rebelled with him, whom the earth swallowed up into Sheol?
According to the Misslers they were saved al so.

Thelogic the Misslers are using is faulty. The Israeliteswere all saved, but in what sense? They were all saved
from the destroying angel on the Passover night. This does not mean that they were all saved from eternal
judgment. This national deliverance at Passover foreshadowed our spiritual deliverance when we by personal
faith apply the blood of Christ. The Misslersreason backwards. All believers who believe on Christ and apply
Hisblood are saved, so it follows that the Israelites who applied the blood at the Passover must have been saved
also. Thisisnot true. By using the same logic, one could argue that every Israelite who gazed at the brazen
serpent was eternaly saved: Every one who believes on Christ lifted up on Calvary's cross is saved (John
3:14-16), so it follows that every Israelite who gazed at the brazen serpent was saved also. But the Bible does
not teach this. The Bible teaches that the Israelites who gazed were saved from physical death, and saved from
the venom of the snakes. They were not saved from eternal damnation. And yet the brazen serpent incident
isawonderful picture of our eternal, spiritual salvation (John 3:14-16).

Not only that, but would not this same logic indicate that not one of the Jews was spiritually/eternally saved
until the Passover??? That is, there were no saved Jews till they applied the blood on their doorposts? And
would this also mean that the Jews who were spiritually saved at the Passover, and still alive at the brazen
serpent event, were "re-saved" spiritually/eternally [!'] when they looked upon the brazen serpent!!!  None of
this makes good Biblical sense.

Nowhere does the Bible teach that the two million people in the wilderness were saved and justified. [Note:
Joseph Dillow's view is that most of the Israelites in the wilderness were saved and going to heaven but he
acknowledges that "some may not have been saved.” See The Reign of the Servant Kings, p. 58.]
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30. Security Without Purity?

Consider 2 Timothy 2:19— “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord
knoweth them that are his. And, L et every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”
Notice the two parts of this verse: (1) SECURITY—The Lord knoweth them that are His. (2)
PURITY—Let every one that nameth the Name of Christ depart from iniquity. Security and purity belong
together and what God hath joined together let no man put asunder.

Hodges and Dillow teach that SECURITY can be divorced from PURITY (that you can have SECURITY
without PURITY). That is, you can comfortably rest in the assurance that you are HIS and at the same time
CONTINUE IN INIQUITY! Those who know they are saved also know that the God who saved them is
holy and expects His children to walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing.

31. Should Personal Wickedness Hinder
One’s Assurance of Salvation?

Hodges believesthat if good works are a necessary fruit of salvation, then a person can never have assurance
of salvation: “A man who must wait for worksto verify hisfaith cannot know until life’s end whether or not his
faith wasreal” (The Gospel Under Siege, p.79). Hodges is thus saying that the root (saving faith) can be good
but the fruit (good works) can be missing.

Itistruethat a person can KNOW that heissaved based on God’ ssure Word (1 John 5:9-13). We can KNOW
now and it will SHOW now and later! Hodges is saying that a person can know but it may or may not show. He
teaches that a person who persistsin wickedness may have full assurance even if thereis no evidence of God’s
great working in hislife. The danger in thisisthat we can wrongly encourage an unsaved person to think that
he may be saved based on some supposed profession of faith madein days past, aprofession which may not have
been a true possession.

Doesthe Bible ever teach that we can KNOW that we have eternal life based on the great work God is doing
in and through us? " We KNOW that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren.
Hethat loveth not hisbrother abideth in death” (1 John 3:14). Faithistheroot; loveisthefruit (compare Gal.
5:6). " And hereby we do KNOW that we know Him, if we keep His commandments"' (1 John 2:3). The
reality of faith is shown by obedience.

If a person really has God’'s LIFE, that life will be evidenced. If atree claims to be an apple tree, we have
every right to say, "Proveit! Let me see your apples!” We have every right to be fruit inspectors, but first and
foremost, let usinspect our own lives: "Judge me, O LORD." "Being filled with the fruits of righteousness,
which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God" (Phil. 1:11).

32. Are Good Works the Essential Fruit of Salvation?

In his book, The Gospel Under Sege, Hodges . . .

1) Deniesthe necessity of good worksin the life of atrue Christian: "Consideration [in this book] will be
given to some of the major texts that are thought to teach the necessity, or at least the inevitability, of good
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worksin the life of atrue Christian. The inconsistence of this view...must be faced" (p.8);

2) Deniesthat good worksare an essential fruit of salvation: "Can| know that | belong to Christ and belong
to Him forever? If good works are really...an essential fruit of salvation, the answer to this question must
be: No" (p.9);

3) Says that good works are not a necessary outcome of saving faith: "If works are a necessary outcome
of saving faith, the problem is equally great" (p.11; and the argumentation here used makes it clear that
Hodges does not believe that works are a necessary outcome of saving faith);

4) Denies that good works are an inevitable outcome of genuine saving faith: "Certain passages in the
Pauline | etters have been taken to prove that good works are an inevitable outcome of genuine saving faith.
Ashasalready been pointed out, thiskind of deduction destroysthe believer'sground of assurance” (p.79);

5) Says that the Bible does not teach that a true Christian will persevere in good works: "Some believe
[wrongly so, according to Hodges] the Bible teaches that a true Christian will persevere in good works"

(p.11).

[In alater edition of The Gospel Under Siege, | have been told that Hodges has modified some of these
statements, thankfully].

Clarification:

In being critical of the position of Hodges, Dillow, Faust, etc. we do not mean
to imply that true believers always live lives that are pleasing to God and
super-abounding in good works. We recognize that carnality can be a major
problem among believers and that regenerate people can and do backslide.
Saved people can be in a very sad spiritual state, and this we do not question.
They can even walk as unregenerate men (1 Cor. 3:1-4). These important
issues are dealt with in detail in the following document: Saved By Grace Alone
(50¢). We do not hold to the Lordship salvation teaching that good works
automatically and unfailingly result from saving faith. There is a delicate
Biblical balance on this issue that must be maintained. "The pendulum swings,
ridiculous extreme, bypassing the truth which lieth between." The so-called
“free grace” position and the Lordship salvation position are two extreme
positions. The truth is to be found somewhere in between. This is common in
theology. With most areas of doctrine, there are usually extreme and
unbalanced views on both sides of the truth.

What we are concerned about is the teaching that a truly saved person can
totally abandon the faith, deny Christ, deny the gospel, and even mock the
Christian faith, or that a true believer can have a life that is characterized by and
dominated by immorality, disobedience, and wickedness.
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IF GOOD WORKSARE NOT A NECESSARY OUTCOME OF SAVING FAITH, THEN...

...why did Jesus say, "even so, every good tree bringeth forth good fruit...a good tree cannot bring forth evil
fruit...a good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things' (Matt. 7:17-18; 12:35)?

...God’ s work of chastening has failed to bring about the desired result (Heb. 12:10-11).

Note: Those who are not God's legitimate children can live any way they please all the way to the grave, but
God, in Hislove, does not allow His children to live any way they please. Just as a human father usesarod to
keep his child from persisting in evil behavior, so the Heavenly Father chastens His children so that they will
not persist in sin. [Zane Hodges claimsthat the "bastards" or illegitimate children mentioned in Hebrews 12:8
are probably regenerate people who do not inherit the kingdom! See the Bible Knowledge Commentary under
Heb. 12:8.]

...the God who saves is powerless to sanctify [thus, the prayer of Jesusin John 17:17 will not be answered for
some believers].

... the indwelling ministry of the grieved Spirit of God in convicting erring saints is ineffective.

...for somebelieversGod’ sworkmanshipisnever realized and never displayed and thusthere are somebelievers
that never walk in those works which God has before ordained that they should walk in them (Eph. 2:10).

...Jesus' parable of the sower ought to be revised so that it would read as follows: "But other fell into good
ground and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold and some zerofold" (Matt.
13:8). Asthe parable stands it teaches that all believers are fruitful but not all believers are as fruitful asthey
should be or could be. Actually, Hodges and Dillow and Wilkin teach that many believers bear ZERO fruit as
represented by the stony and thorny soils.

...John the Baptist was being too severe and demanding when he challenged the profession of the Pharisees and
Sadducees and when he told them that every tree not bearing good fruit would get the axe and the fire (Matt.
3:7-12).

...John the Apostle must have been mistaken when he wrote, "He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth
evil hath not seen God" (2 John 11).

...God is not changing all believers into the image of His Son, or if He is changing them, this change is not
evident and not seen (2 Cor. 3:18).

...God’ sgrace hasfailed initsteaching ministry (Titus 2:11-12) and God'’ s purpose of redemption has not been
realized (Titus 2:14).

...God' s purpose for believersin light of the cross would not be fulfilled (see 1 Pet. 2:24).

...God's holy new nature (Eph. 4:24; 1 John 3:9) is consistently concealed in the lives of those believers who
are devoid of good works.
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33.“This We Believe”

The Independent Fundamental Churches of America (IFCA) published a doctrinal booklet entitled This We
Believe. On page 30 of this booklet (the Chapter on Eternal Security and Assurance of Salvation) there is a
section entitled, “The Marks of a True Believer.” It reads as follows:;

Not everyone who professes Christ actually possesses Christ. Some people profess Christ
but by their worksthey deny Him (Titus 1:16). Some name the name of Christ but they do not depart
from iniquity (2 Tim. 2:19). With their lipsthey say that they know Christ, but they are found to be
liars (1 John 2:4).

Itistherefore needful for each professing believer to examine himself to see whether or not
he hastruly believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. The Bibleclearly reveals certain marks which should
characterize every child of God. Some of these are as follows:

The true believer (1) believes the Word of God (1 John 5:9-12); (2) hungers for the Word
of God (1 Pet. 2:2); (3) lovesthe brethren (1 John 3:14); (4) obeys God's commands (1 John 2:3-5);
(5) performsgood works (2 John 11; James 2:17-26); (6) doesnot continuein sin but livesarighteous
life (1 John 2:29; 3:6-10; 5:18; 2 Tim. 2:19); etc.

Obviously believers often fail to fully exhibit the above characteristics, and yet if aperson
truly haslife, that life will be manifested (1 John 5:12). Those who consistently live in sin have no
right to claim assurance of salvation.

Hodges and Dillow would strongly disagree with the above statement. They would say that some Christians
do consistently (habitually) live in sin and that these Christians do have a right to claim full assurance of
salvation. If aperson lives like a child of the devil he still has every right to call himself a child of God, they
would say.

In the physical realm it is possible for a person to know that he isalive right now! He hasno doubt about it!
Andyetitisalsotruethat thispersonwill manifest thisphysical lifeinvariousways. Inthe physical realm there
are definitely “signsof life.” Wewould expect aliving person to breath and move and eat and have a pul se, etc.
The sameistruein the spiritual realm. Every believer has LIFE (1 John 5:11) and this life will be manifested.
It is possible for a person to KNOW that heisalive (1 John 5:13). He has no doubt about it! We agree with
Hodges and Dillow that this person can fully claim God’ s salvation promises. And yet, itisalso truethat in the
spiritual realm there are signs of life: “We know that we have passed from death unto life because we love the
brethren” (1 John 3:14). Love for the brethrenisasign of life! If aperson never actsand liveslike a Christian
should, do we not have aright to question whether the person really haslife? If atree never bears apples but
only pears, should not we question whether it isan apple tree? Inthe physical realm, if a person does not move,
has no pulse and stinks (John 11:39), do we not have a right to assume that he might be dead? Soitisin the
spiritual realm. We need to KNOW that we are saved; we need to SHOW that we are saved.

34. The Position of the Early Dispensationalists

“And allow me to say that it is a very solemn thing indeed to claim the privileges of grace for that which
iscontrary to the nature of God. | am not speaking now of the lost one found by grace, to whom God gives
anew life fresh from Himself. But the effect of a soul's receiving life in the person of Christ isthat there
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are produced feelings, thoughts, judgments and ways acceptable to God and akin to His nature. If aperson
isachild of God, heislike his Father; he has a nature suitable to God, alife that dislikes sin and is surely
pained by what isiniquitousin others, but more particularly in himself. Many bad men are strong against
evil in others; they are weak where it might touch themselves. But a Christian always begins with self-
judgment....Repentance is the soul's moral judgment of itself under the eye of God; the soul's acceptance
of Hisjudgment of its state before Him, and bowing to it.”—William Kelly (Lectures on the Gospel of
M atthew)

Holiness, we all agree, is so imperative that without it no one shall see the Lord; and the professing
Christian who does not pursue it only deceives himself. It is false and misleading to let people fancy that
they may be real saints, yet unholy. ‘Every one’ that has the grace-given hope resting on Him purifies
himself asHeispure; othersthat have not are self-deceived. Because of iniquitiesthe wrath of God cometh
upon the sons of disobedience; but believers are essentially sons of obedience, and His love rests on them.
If one sin, it is a grievous inconsistency. But grace does not fail to awaken self-judgment through our
blessed Advocate with the Father, and restoration ensures. Those who do thewicked works of the flesh, and
abide impenitent and indifferent have no part or lot with Christ, shall not inherit the kingdom of God, and
in no way share the portion of the saintsin light. (William Kelly, The Prize of our High Calling).

‘Will abeliever be saved, no matter into what course of sin he may fall, and diein? A true believer will,
infallibly, be saved; but we consider that salvation includes, not only full deliverance from the future
consequences of sin, but from the present power and practice thereof. And, hence, if wefind aperson living
in sin, and yet talking about his assurance of salvation, we look upon him as an antinomian, and not asaved
person at all....The believer may fall, but he will belifted up; he may be overtaken, but hewill be restored;
he may wander, but he will be brought back, because Christ is able to save to the uttermost, and not one of
His little ones shall perish....To talk of having the Spirit and yet ‘indulge’ in evil and unholy thoughtsis,
in our judgment, the ancient Nicolaitanism (Rev. 2:6,15), or modern antinomianism....we believe that the
man who draws a plea from the freedom, sovereignty, and eternal stability of the grace of God to continue
in sin, knows nothing of Christianity at all, has neither part nor lot in the matter, but isin atruly awful and
dangerous condition....The Christian hasto struggle with sin; but struggling with it and wallowinginit are
two totally different ideas....We must have life before we can do anything; and we get life, not by ‘saying’
we have faith, but by really having it; and when we have it, we shall manifest the precious fruits thereof,
to the glory of God (C.H.Mackintosh, The Mackintosh Treasury, "Final Perseverance—What IsIt?" page
644 and following in the one volume edition).

Whilewe arejustified in the sight of God by faith alone, areal faith must be evidenced by works.... There
must be LIFE-WORKS, or else thereis no life....When people are saved, ought they not to live as such?
Ought not the new life to come out in fruits? It must come out if it be in; and if it does not come out, itis
not there....It isvery interesting and instructive to compare the teaching of Paul and James—two divinely
inspired apostles—onthe subject of ‘works.” Paul utterly repudiateslaw-works. Jamesjeal ously insistsupon
life-works. If this fact be seized, all difficulty vanishes; and the divine harmony is clearly seen
(C.H.Mackintosh, The Mackintosh Treasury, "Life-Works," pp. 660-662 in the one volume edition).

These quotes by CHM also reflect the general teaching of Darby, Kelly and the early Plymouth Brethren (the
pioneer dispensationalists).

Grace isthat which breaks the dominion of sin, sets the soul right to go on with God, and if this be not the
result of it, grace has not been learned at all, nor can it be pleaded as availing in behalf of those who,
whatever they may profess, show themselves uninfluenced by it" (F.W.Grant, The Numerical Bible, Acts
to Il Corinthians, p. 479).
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Empty profession is of no profit. He who speaks of faith in Christ is responsible to manifest it by his
renewed life. In James 2 we are taught that we are justified before men by works, works that are the fruit
of aliving faith, which is manifest to all....If we believe God we will yield obedience to His Word, and so
our faith will be manifested (H.A.IRONSIDE, The Continual Burnt Offering, see under December 7).

Shallow preaching that does not grapple with the terrible fact of man’s sinfulness and guilt, calling on “all
men everywhere to repent,” results in shallow conversions, and so we have myriads of glib-tongued
professors today who give no evidence of regeneration whatever. Prating of salvation by grace, they
manifest no gracein their lives. Loudly declaring they are justified by faith alone, they fail to remember that
“faith without worksisdead”; and that justification by works before men is not to be ignored as though it
were in contradiction to justification by faith before God (H.A.IRONSIDE, Except Ye Repent, p. 11).

Perhaps someone may ask, “But doesit make no differenceto God what | am myself? May | live onin my
sins and till be saved?’ No, assuredly not! But this brings in another line of truth. The moment one
believes the gospel, he is born again and receives a new life and nature--a nature that hates sin and loves
holiness. If you have come to Jesus and trusted Him, do you not realize the truth of this? Do you not now
hate and detest the wicked things that once gave you a certain degree of delight? Do you not find within
yourself anew craving for goodness, alonging after holiness, and athirst for righteousness? All thisisthe
evidence of a new nature. And as you walk with God you will find that daily the power of the indwelling
Holy Spirit will give you practical deliverance from the dominion of sin. -H.A.IRONSIDE, Full
Assurance, p. 32.

...when you are born again, you love to follow Jesus, and if you do not, you are not a Christian. Take that
home. Examine your own foundations a bit....It makes a tremendous difference what you do. If you do not
behave yourself, it shows that you are not areal Christian. | know that areal Christian may fail, but the
difference can be seen in Peter and Judas. Peter failed, and failed terribly, but he was genuine, and one look
from Jesus sent him out weeping bitterly; hisheart was broken to think that he had so dishonored hisLord.
But Judas companied with the Lord almost three-and-a-half years, and was a devil all the time; he was a
thief, and was seeking his own interest. He was even made the treasurer of the company, and he held the
beg, but we read, “He bare away what was put therein” (John 12:6), as this has been literally translated.
At last remorse overtook him, not genuine repentance, and what was the result? He went and hanged
himself. Hewasnever achild of God. Thereisagreat difference, you see, between a Christian and afalse
professor. -H. A.IRONSIDE, The Eternal Security of the Believer, p. 18.

God does not want any true believer to lack assurance of eternal safety. Christ said: "l give my sheep eternal
life and they shall never perish.” But let usinsist on that other mark of Christ's sheep: "They follow me."
If we are going on in our own way, then what right have we to assurance? Remember the "seal" of the
"foundation of God," in 2 Timothy 2:19: "The Lord knoweth them that are his: and, Let everyone that
nameth the name of the Lord depart from unrighteousness." (WILLIAM NEWELL, Revelation, p. 332)

Salvation and a holy walk are inseparably connected... Where there is true salvation and eternal life, itis
proved by a godly walk...But he [the apostle Paul] knew, as every Christian should know, that the grace
which had saved him, which taught him to live soberly, righteously and godly, would also keep him and
enablehimto perseverethrough all hindrances(ARNO C. GAEBELEIN, Gaebelein’ sConcise Commentary
on the Whole Bible, p. 938).

“Doeth” in 1 John 2:29 and 3:7 should be “practiceth.” The trend of the life isin view. The new man,
God’ s seed, cannot sin. Therefore, although we still “have...sin” (1:8), the life should be righteousness. If
itisnot, we must not expect othersto believe our profession. Thisis James' s point of view. Neither should
we believethe profession of onewhose habitual lifeisunrighteous(C.l. SCOFIELD in his Correspondence
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Course, comments under 1 John, p. 928). [James] insists that only by a godly life can true faith be
manifested [emphasis his]...He [James] tests profession by practice (C.I. SCOFIELD in his
Correspondence Course, comments under James, p. 896).

Note: The teaching of C.I.Scofield isin sharp contrast to the teaching of Hodges/Dillow. Thisis seen by his
chapter on "Believers and Professors” in his booklet Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth. Scofield gives many
examples of those who are mere professors but not true possessors, that is, those who claim to be saved but who
arenot truly saved. Most of the examples given by Scofield of mere professors are claimed to be true Christians
by Hodges/Dillow. For example: Scofield says Simon was aprofessor (pretender); Hodgesand Dillow teach that
he was saved. Scofield saysthat 1 John 2:19 ("they went out from us") describes pretenders; Hodges says these
people were saved. Scofield says the other virginsin Matthew 25:11-12 were pretenders; Hodges and Dillow
teach that they were saved. Scofield says the man not having a wedding garment in Matthew 22:11-13 was a
pretender (unsaved); Hodges and Dillow teach that he was saved. Scofield saysthat the man described in James
2:14 (the man claiming to have faith but having no works) was a pretender; Hodges and Dillow say that he was
saved. Scofield says that the apostate described in Hebrews 10:38 was a mere professor; Hodges and Dillow
teach that he was saved.

Several of these Scriptures [ Scriptures which seem to indicate that a person can lose his salvation] bear on
the important fact that Christian profession isjustified by its fruits. Salvation which is of God will, under
normal conditions, proves itself to be such by its own fruits (1 John 3:10; John 8:31; 15:6; 2 Pet. 1:10;
James 2:14-26; 1 Cor. 15:1-2; Heb. 3:6,14) -(LEWIS SPERRY CHAFER, Major Bible Themes, p.188, his
chapter on "Security").

Unbelievers are warned that they will not have part in that kingdom (1 Cor. 6:9-10; Gal. 5:21; Eph. 5:5)"
—(J. DWIGHT PENTECOST (Things To Come, p. 471). Note: Hodges and Dillow insist that these three
passages are not referring to unbelievers, but rather to wicked believers who will lose their inheritance in
the millennial kingdom and will not reign with Christ, but who will still be saved.

“To him that overcometh will | giveto eat of the tree of life, which isin the midst of the paradise of God.”
The promise here mentioned for overcomersisnot amessage to aspecial group of Christians distinguished
by their spirituality and power in contrast to genuine Christians who lack these qualities; it is rather a
general description of that which isnormal, to be expected among those who are true followers of the Lord.
The Apostle Johnin hisfirst epistle asks, “Who ishethat overcometh theworld?”’ (1 John 5:5). He answers
the question, “He that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God” (JOHN F. WALV OORD, Revelation, p. 59
under his discussion of Rev. 2:7). In contrast to this statement is the teaching of Hodges/Dillow who say
that the overcomers are a special group of believers.

James teaches that “Faith alone saves, but the faith that savesis not alone”; it is always attended by good
works....A man may hear the truth and even say that he believes, but unless the fruits of living faith are
evidentin hislife, heisnot saved at all....Now if | say | have faith, but my life does not correspond to that
which | profess, can the faith that | say | have save me? The answer is an emphatic “No.” For afaith that
produces no works cannot save anyone. There is no profit in a man claiming to possess something which
he actually does not have....Truefaith necessarily resultsin fruit after itskind.... The work of faith in atrue
believer will be indicated and proved by good works (LEHMAN STRAUSS, Dispensational Conference
Speaker, James, Your Brother—Studies in the Epistle of James, pages 103,104,105,110).

Jamesinsists that aliving faith will authenticate itself in the production of works. There is no antagonism
between faith and works. They are not two totally distinct concepts, but rather two inseparable elements
in salvation....James demands that the man who already claims to stand in right relationship with God
through faith must by a life of good works demonstrate that he has become a new creature in Christ....In
this passage [James 2] James insists that a genuine faith must prove itself by its production of works....A
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saving faith manifests itself in the production of works....Christian faith must manifest its existence in
activeobedienceto God’ sWord (D. EDMOND HIEBERT [noted dispensational commentator], The Epistle
of James—Tests of a Living Faith, see Chapter 5).

Hodges and Dillow maintain that faith and works are totally distinct and separable and that a man of true faith
may be devoid of good works.

Actually thereis nothing new under the sun. What men such as Hodges, Dillow and
Wilkin are promoting is not new doctrine at all. They are merely reviving the old
"overcomer" movement, which wasled primarily by Robert Govett (1813-1901), and
also by David Panton (1870-1955), George Henry Lang (1874-1958), George Pember
(1837-1910), Watchman Nee (1903-1972), etc. These men all divide true Christians
into two distinct groups and they all teach some form of kingdom exclusion. Some
of these men believed in a partial rapture. Hodges, Dillow and Wilkin do not go to
the extremes of some of these men (especially when it comes to millennial
punishment), but they do share a common theological framework with them.

It's interesting that Schoettle Publishing Company (NC) published Joseph Dillow's
book, The Reign of the Servant Kings, the very same publisher that has published
booksby Govett, Lang, Panton, Pember, and morerecently even the abominable book
by J.D. Faust (The Rod--Will God Spare 1t?) which teaches that multitudes of saved
people will taste of the second death and then be tortured in Hades for a thousand
years! Dillow avoids the dangerous extremes of Faust, and yet he shares the same
basic theological framework of Faust and these other men.

35. The Position of Dr. Charles Ryrie
With Respect to These Issues

Dr. Charles Ryrie is a well-respected dispensationalist, the author of the excellent book Dispensationalism
Today which recently has been revised and enlarged and goes under the title of Dispensationalism. Dr. Ryrie
is quoted on the back cover of Joseph Dillow’ s book, giving this endorsement: *In this penetrating critique of
Westminster Calvinism, Dr. Dillow has given us a comprehensive discussion of eternal security and rewards.
By a constant appeal to scripture, the biblical doctrine of eternal security is supported instead of the Reformed
doctrine of perseverance. Thisscholarly and well written book should be read by all pastors and students of the
Word who are interested in the doctrines of grace—A TRULY LANDMARK BOOK!”

It was puzzling to thiswriter why Dr. Ryrie should endorse Dillow’ sbook in light of the fact that Dr. Ryrie's
own writings contradict many of the positions held by Dillow (and Hodges). Consider the following examples:

“An overcomer is not someone who has some special power in the Christian life or someone who has
learned some secret of victory. John himself defined an overcomer as a believer in Christ (1 John 5:4-5).
Thus every Christian is an overcomer” (Revelation, pp. 22-23 under the discussion of Rev. 2:7). “To him
that overcometh. Not a reference to an especially spiritual group among the believers, but to all true
Christians (cf. 1 John 5:5)" (Ryrie Study Bible, comment under Rev. 2:7). Hodges and Dillow are at odds
with Ryrie, teaching that the “overcomers’ are a special class of believers (the victorious believers who
persevere in the faith).

“James 2:24 [*Y e see then how that by works a man isjustified, and not by faith only”] is the reply to
the question of James 2:14. Unproductive faith cannot save, becauseit isnot genuinefaith. Faith and works
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are like a two-coupon ticket to heaven. The coupon of works is not good for passage, and the coupon of
faith isnot valid if detached from works’ (Ryrie Study Bible, comment under James 2:24). In contrast to
this, Hodges and Dillow teach that a person can present to God a coupon of faith detached from works and
be admitted to heaven. Ryrie does not hold to the Hodges/ Dillow interpretation of James chapter 2.

“[Acts8:13] Simon himself believed also. Peter’ sdenunciation invv. 20-23 indicatesthat Simon’ sfaith
was not unto salvation (James 2:14-20)" (Ryrie Study Bible, comment under Acts8:13). Ryrie hereteaches
that Simon was not saved whereas Hodges and Dillow insist that he was. Notice also how Ryrie gives
James 2:14-20 asacross-reference, indicating that Ryrie understands James 2 as depicting asituation where
the person isnot truly saved, whereas Hodges/Dillow understand James 2 as depicting asaved person who
is fruitless and without works.

Ryrie teaches that the fal se teachers described in 2 Pet. 2:20-22 are unsaved: “ These fal se teachers had
apparently made some sort of profession of the truth without possessing the new life of Christ. They then
rejected what they professed, becoming slaves of corruption (v.19) and showing their true natural,
unchanged condition (v.22)” [see Ryrie Sudy Bible, comment under 2 Pet. 2:20]. Hodges/ Dillow
understand these verses to be describing a saved person (see Dillow, Reign of the Servant Kings, p. 467).

“Every Christian will bear spiritual fruit. Somewhere, sometime, somehow. Otherwise that personis
not a believer. Every born-again individual will be fruitful. Not to be fruitful is to be faithless, without
faith, and therefore without salvation....Every Christian will bear fruit; otherwise he or she is not a true
believer” (So Great Salvation, pages 45-46). Hodges and Dillow would never make such a statement!
Hodgesteachesthat good works are not anecessary outcome of saving faith (The Gospel Under Siege, see
pages 8,9,11,79).

“*1f we endure, we shall also reign with Him.” [2 Tim. 2:12] Here the contrast is between the endurance
necessary in thislife and the ultimate glorification which all believers will enjoy (Rom. 8:17)” [So Great
Salvation, pages 140-141]. Hodgesand Dillow teach the opposite. They teach that NOT ALL believerswill
enjoy reigning with Christ, but only the “overcomers” (that is, only those believerswho suffer with Christ).
Ryrie teaches that all believers will sharein this.

“*1f we deny Him, he also will deny us,” reiterates the Lord’ s word in Matthew 10:33. Judas did this’
(So Great Salvation, p. 141). Ryrie understandsthisverse as describing the denial of Christ by an unsaved
person and uses Judas as an example. Hodges/Dillow understand this verse as describing the denial of
Christ by a saved person.

Concerning SIGNSOF LIFE in 1 John: “The subjective ground [ of assurance] relatesto my experiences.
Certain changes do accompany salvation, and when | see some of those changes, then | can be assured that
| have received the new life. Some of those changes are keeping His commandments (1 John 2:3); loving
other believers (1 John 2:9-11; 3:14); and doing right things (1 John 2:29; 3:9). It goeswithout saying that
I will never keep all Hiscommandments, nor will | loveall other believers, nor will | alwaysdo right things.
But thefact that these experienceshave comeinto my life, whereasthey were absent before, givesassurance
that the new lifeispresent (2 Cor. 5:17)" [So Great Salvation, p. 143]. Hodges and Dillow would strongly
object to this statement on assurance. They insist that one’s assurance must rest only upon the promises
of God and not upon any subsequent experiences or changes following salvation. They understand these
testsin 1 John to be tests of fellowship and not tests of life, but Ryrie disagrees.

If Ryrie’sviewson thesethingsareso contrary tothat of Hodgesand Dillow, then why did hewritesuch

a positive endor sement of Dillow’sbook? HasRyrie changed hisviewslately or ishemerely minimizing
the doctrinal differences which he has with Joseph Dillow (and Zane Hodges)?
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In seeking to answer these questions fairly, | wrote to Dr. Ryrie and received the following response:

Thank you so much for the material syou recently sent and for your letter concerning my blurb for Dillow’s
book. | don't think the blurb says | agree with all the positions taken in the book, though it clearly says|
do not agree with the Reformed position. | endorsed the book because | do think it deserves a careful
reading because of what it does to the Reformed position. Perhaps | should have added something like
“although | do not agree with all the conclusions taught in the book.”

Y ears after receiving this response from Dr. Ryrie | learned what really happened. | learned this from two
reliable sources, one from a Bible college professor and another from a seminary professor (from two different
schools, each man's testimony was given independently of the other--"in the mouth of two witnesses"). Both
of these professors had talked to Dr. Ryrie directly about this. | learned from both of these men that Dr. Ryrie
never wrote the blurb that isfound on the back cover! Apparently what happened wasthat Dr. Ryrie did afavor
for hisfriend Jody Dillow, and give him permission to write ablurb in his name. So the blurb was written by
Dillow himself, putting Ryrie's name to it. Later Ryrie regretted doing this, especially in light of the fact that
many men were bewildered (as was ) that Dr. Ryrie could recommend a book containing so many peculiar
interpretations many of which are diametrically opposed to what Dr. Ryrie has written and taught. | e-mailed
Jody Dillow to ask him if thisiswhat really happened and he never replied to my e-mail.

36. Two Distinct Classes of Believers

Aswe have discussed throughout this paper, Hodges and Dillow place all believersinto two distinct classes:

Group 1 Group 2
Those who inherit the kingdom ... do not inherit the kingdom
The overcomers ... do not overcome
The partakers ... do not partake
Those who reign with Christ ... do not reign with Christ
The spiritual ones The carnal ones
Those who suffer with Christ ... do not suffer with Christ
Those who are joint-heirs with ... are not joint-heirs
Christ
Those who persevere in the ... do not persevere in the faith
faith

This categorizing of believers into two groups raises some interesting questions. How carnal does a saved
person need to bein order to be placed in Group 2? Certainly thereissome carnality in thelife of every believer.
How much does a saved person need to suffer in order to qualify for Group 1? How faithful must a saint be in
order to inherit the kingdom? There are varying degrees of faithfulnessamong God'’ speople. At what point does
one qualify as a "partaker of Christ"?

Some believers (according to Hodge/Dillow) might be thoroughly carnal and wicked and unfaithful and it
would be evident to all that they belong to Group 2. Other believerslive for Christ faithfully and consistently
from the day they are saved to the day they go home to be with Christ. They obviously belong to Group 1. But
what about those inconsistent believers who are in the "grey area" in the middle, sometimes serving the Lord
well, at other times walking in the flesh; sometimes walking in the path of obedience, at other times being
disobedient. Theoretically it seems that there could be two believers who both have inconsistent walks with
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Christ. One barely qualifies for Group 1 (he inherits the kingdom by the "skin of histeeth") and the other ends
up in Group 2, almost but not quite qualifying for Group 1 (he was not quite faithful enough and did not quite
suffer for Christ enough). It seems unfair that the personin Group 2 should be grouped with other believerswho
lived such wretched and unfaithful lives and suffer serious consequences at the judgment seat, in the kingdom
and even beyond. It seemsunfair that the person in Group 1 should share such blissin reigning with Christ when
he just barely missed the weeping and gnashing of teeth that his slightly more unfaithful brother must
experience.

A much better solution isto allow the LORD to take care of all the gradationsthat exist in Christian character
and conduct. Thisinvolvesthe Biblical doctrine of rewards. God will reward each and every believer according
to perfect justice and will render to every believer according to his works. Every believer will be dealt with
individually and there will be no problem dealing with inconsistent believers and all the gradations and degrees
of faithfulness that are involved. The judgment seat of Christ will put everything in order: "For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad" (2 Cor. 5:9).

For Further Study

1. Of historical interest is William Kelly's review of a tract entitled, The Prize of Our High Calling by J.
Sladen. Kelly'sreview wasreprinted by R.A. Heubner in the Sept/Oct 1995 issue of Thy Precepts. Sladen's
position of many years ago is remarkably similar to the position of Hodges and Dillow. As one reads
Kelly's answer to Sladen, it is almost as if he is responding to Hodges and Dillow. The similarities are
striking. If you would like a copy of this paper, contact George Zeller at the Middletown Bible Church.

2. Also of historical interest is the paper by William Hoste (easly 1900's) entitled Who Will Share in the
Kingdom? This also is an answer to the same kind of teaching being promoted by Hodges and Dillow and
the Grace Evangelical Society. It reminds us that some of the important doctrinal battles which were
fought in previous generations are still being fought today. Hoste demonstrates that it is Biblically
unthinkable to suggest the possibility that there will be a group of saved saints that will not inherit the
kingdom. If you would like a copy of this paper, contact George Zeller at the Middletown Bible Church.

3. Dispensational Disintegration—The Reign of the Servant Kings, a critique of Joseph Dillow’s book by
Miles Stanford. May be obtained through an internet search.

4. “TheOvercomer of the Apocalypse,” by JamesE. Rosscup, Grace Theological Journal 3.2 (1982) 261-86.
An excellent study showing that all true believers are overcomers.

5. Who Are The Overcomers? Available from the Middletown Bible Church. 25 cents.

6. Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth—Is Thisthe Fate of True Believers? Availablefrom the Middletown Bible
Church. 50 cents.

7. J.D. Faust, The Rod--Will God Spare 1t? --Will True Believers Be Sent To Hell for a Thousand Years?
Available from the Middletown Bible Church. 50 cents.

8. BasicDoctrinesfor New Believers, 100 pages of doctrinal worksheetsfor new believers, dealing with many
of the issues touched upon in this paper.

9. Assurance—You Can Know You're A Christian, by R.Gene Reynolds (a study on assurance of
salvationbased upon the epistle of 1 John), available from Calvary Baptist Church, 1822 West Tenth St.,
Dallas, TX 75208-5799.

10. Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth by C.I. Scofield. See especially the chapter on “Believers and
Professors.”
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11. The Epistle of James—Tests of a Living Faith by D. Edmond Hiebert (M oody Press).
12. The Epistles of John—An Expositional Commentary by D. Edmond Hiebert (Bob Jones University Press).

George W. Zeller (revised 12/07)
The Middletown Bible Church
349 East Streeta
Middletown, CT 06457
(860) 346-0907

www.middletownbiblechurch.org
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