
Don’t Be Caught by 

Surprise
Luke 12:16-21

On May 31, 1889, there was a cata-
strophic failure of the South Fork
Dam, and the people of Johnstown, PA had little warning of the
unbelievable force of water that was headed their way (2,209
died). Those who went to work at the Twin Towers on 9/11 never
thought it would be their last day. The same could be said for the
victims who were surprised at Pearl Harbor or Hiroshima or
Nagasaki. Those traveling comfortably on the Titanic never
thought they were facing an imminent death. The 226,000 victims
surprised by the Indian Ocean tsunami (2004) never imagined that
day would be their last. 

Ron Melick writes, “On the day of your death, do you think
you will wake up knowing that it is your last day? No matter how
much we try to extend our lives with regular exercise, a nutritious
diet, and the best medical care, our ‘last day’ will still come, and
often without warning. Tragedy most often strikes unexpectedly
(Eccl. 9:12). When that day comes for you, will you be ready for
eternity? Do you imagine that one day you will wake up and say,
‘Today is the day I’ll die. It’s time to get right with God’? No, you
wake up each day going about your normal activities, never
considering the end of life.” 

It is a dangerous thing for people to fail to provide for their
soul’s greatest need. Jesus Christ is God’s only way of salvation,
and the time to settle the matter is today (Prov. 27:1; 2 Cor. 6:2).
Those of us who have embraced Christ as our Saviour need to
realize that our time on this earth is very short. We know not the
day of our death. May we live each day as if it were our last,
redeeming the time, serving Christ, pointing others to Him!

~George Zeller: www.middletownbiblechurch.org
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