
140 Years Ago....

“Cultured Boston at Jesus’ Feet” with D. L Moody and Ira Sankey

The Great Moody Boston
Evangelistic Campaign

January 28 to May 1, 1877

    In preparation for the 1877 Boston evangelistic campaign, a
brick tabernacle seating 6,000 with inquiry rooms was built at
a cost of $35,000 (about $800,000 today?). During the crusade,
extensive visitation and personal witnessing was undertaken
involving 1,800 volunteers. The visitation extended to homes,
saloons, stables, houses of vice—everywhere that admittance
could be obtained. Additional daily meetings were held in
Tremont Temple, South Boston, East Boston, Charlestown,
Cambridge, Chelsea, and the Highlands. Noon prayer meetings
drew as many as 5,000, including businessmen, dry-goods
men, grocers, market men, fish mongers, furniture dealers, and
shoe clerks. At times there were 22 meetings a day. An alliance
of churches concerned for the evangelistic effort called for two
weeks of daily prayer meetings beginning Sunday, April 8
(including April 12, a Massachusetts State Fast-Day).

    Not long after, the Tabernacle was demolished and the site has
become home to the Boston Center for the Arts.
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