
A True Example of Love
2 Corinthians 5:14

True love involves personal sacrifice. Robert McCheyne
(1813-1843) shared the following example of self-sacri-
fice for the cause of Christ: 

“The awful disease of leprosy still exists
in Africa. It is so infectious that no one
dares to come near the leper. In Africa
there is a large area for lepers, enclosed by
a very high wall with only one entrance,
which is strictly guarded. Whenever any-
one is found with leprosy, he is brought to
this gate and obliged to enter in, never to
come out again. Two lepers were sowing
peas in the field: the one had no hands, the
other had no feet. The one who lacked
hands was carrying the other, who lacked
feet, upon his back, and he again carried in his hands the bag of
seed, and dropped a pea every now and then, which the other
pressed into the ground with his foot; and so they managed the
work of one man between the two. Ah! how little we know of the
misery that is in the world! Such is this prison house of disease.

“But you will ask, who cares for the souls of these hapless
inmates? Who will venture to enter in at this dreadful gate to carry
the message of the Saviour, never to return again? Two Moravian
missionaries, impelled by a divine love for souls, have chosen this
leprosy prison as their field of labor. They entered it never to come
out again, and I am told that as soon as these die, other Moravians
are quite ready to fill their place. Ah, my dear friends, may we not
blush, and be ashamed before God, that we, redeemed with the
same blood, and taught by the same Spirit, should yet be so unlike
these men in vehement, heart-consuming love to Jesus and the
souls of men?” 

Truly these Moravians were constrained by the love of Christ!

~George Zeller: www.middletownbiblechurch.org
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