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CHAPTER 1 2

NOBODY HEARS ME AND I _HEAR NOBODY

By In the last ehapter we talked about gomg down the road of righmess WITH
DELIGHT. and learning to love and ENJOY THE PROCESS (en,joy each’ step and each stage
along life's Mﬁrﬂ Why is it so hard to enjoy life's gourngy? Why are the hours
and days dull, dumb and dreadful instead of delightful? Why do I find no joy in
tackling each day with its problems » pressures and people? Why is it such a
struggle? : N
It is helpful to think first of all about the world around you

,,.) -
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‘THE UNSAVED are of no help or encouragement to me and are not and cammot

be godly examples to me. How can they he;pv me to enjoy walking on the road of
rightness if they are not on this road themselves? Persons who"'are: not imowing
and believing on ‘Ehe “Lord camnot _sét th_e pace or even be on the ifight track, no
matter what their age. . |

. THE SAVED YOUNG PEOPLE (or those who cla:.m to be saved) of'ten are of no
help to me and show little kindness toward me. How can they help me to engoy
walking on the road of rightness if they are not enjoying it themselves? Can a
young perso’:i- who says he is a believer but lives and acts the same as those who
are not saved (1 Cor. 3:3) be of any more help to me than a person who is’_‘ not a

believer? We need to make a difference between 1) those who are not ahy help
(whether saved or unsaved), 2) those who try to help but cammot help, 3) those
who try to help a:nd'do help. A person may sincerely try to help, but he ._could
say the wrong thing or do the wrong thing.. | o ‘ .

THE SAVED ADULTS (parents, Pastor, etc. ) are with me but they do not
really know whatv I am going through, do they? Adults who say they are saved but
live and act like those who.ai'e not saved, cannot be the example they ought to be
to me. '

Now, let's consa,der some of the ways I may act or react to the struggles of
each day (with 1ts contests, crises , conflicts, catastrophies, cares and concerns)

-~I could be struggling and losing (coming cut on the short end of all of
life's battles). Think of a person on a fast escalator going down. The
person may struggle to go up, but all the time he is going down, down,
down. He is ACTIVE and IRRITATED but he finds himself losing the ball,
striking out, missing the shot

--1 could be struggling and holding my own position, making no progress at
all. This would be like a person on an escalator go EE own. Tﬁe person
walks up as fast as the escalator goes down and never gets anywhere! "Seems
I am right where I was the last t:.me I looked!™
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--I could let truth and God go, and let ME show. Instead of 1ifting up God
and His Word, I 1ift up myself so that all they see is ME. "I have a
right to do my thing in my way when I want and as I want. I will show
them who I am and what I am. I am really somebody!l"

--I could join the crowd in order to avoid their comments and to belong. If
I am not di ?ferent Then they will not talk about me and if I become part
of the group, then they will not consider me as an ODDBALL. Iost in the
crowd and lost to Christ? Who should I follow? Ephesians 5 1: '

or Ephesians 5:6-8:

-~I'could be involved in the pushing end shoving game: they to me and I to
them. They do to me and talk about me so I do to them and talk about
them—-push for push, shove for shove.

--I could be ‘bhe v1ctim of unkind words and ways, making for down days "1t
isn't true and T am so blue. What can I do, I will try to tell you. I am
mad and sad, how can I be glad?" _

--I could begln to envy and want (wanting what they have, what they enjoy,
what they can do). Failing to trust that God leads to meet the mneeds;
and: thus to trust self and those around me--to want and wish; to get and
to have; looking and longing to fit in (belonging).

--I could decide to stop learning and stop enjoying and stop seemg God'
. purpose and God's process. 1hus I would be saying NO to God and saying
NO to God's good and perfect will for my life. ,

--I could seek to do rlght but do it too quickly (without thinking it
‘through). As a result it doeésn't work and doesn't come out right. Then
I get frustrated and say, "I tried and it didn't work, so I'll stop and
do nothing." I can then overreact further by takmg ny frustrations out -

- on others, : : : .

For example, suppose you were learning to be a cook and the chief chef
tells you to make and bake a pie. You try to do it right, but you do it
quickly without paying attention to all the directions. The'pie then
flops and turns out terrible. You .say, "I tried, it didn't work, so I
quit! No more pies for me!" Then the chief chef returns and tries to
tell you what you id wrong, so you say,; "All right for youl" and you
‘throw the pie in his face! Seems silly, doesn't it? But can you think
of times when you have reacted like this? "You and your pies, don't talk
to me about ple." Later someone else says, "How is your cooking class?"
You answer, "What right do you have to ask me about my cooking class? Get
out of my lifel" S0-—>1I could lose out and be a wash out, I could allow

- the battle to defeat me and cause me to miss out o-.n the lessons and

" learning of these days, weeks and years.

- Think of when you will be out of High School. Who then is really going
to care. about whether you make it in life or what you are able to do?
The devil won by s:Ldetracklng you and he and the world laughs because
you missed out! Now look at yourself! The world will step on you and
over you and will use you and sbuse you and will care little and

understand less of God's good purpose and plan for your life.

R § cdu_ld say, "Well, I am no better off and no worse off then they arel®

But, where are they? How reedy are your friends to face and tackle life?
How much have they learned? A prisoner may say, "Well, I'm no worse off
than the criminel in the cell next to me. In fact, I am going to get out
two years earlier than he!"™ But are they not both in jail?
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I am too far from being a totally dependent baby, but I am also far from
having the pains and problems of adulthood {the exeréise énd necessity of becoming
independent adults who learn the need of dependence within the society where they
live, such as being dependent on the farmer, the doctor, the lawyer, the truck-
driver, eté. ). I have come a long way, but there is a long way to go.

Compared to the baby I seem grown up! There are many things I can do that
the baby cannot do! But how grown up am I compared to the adult? How ready am I
to tackle the world of the adult (job, family, children, home, finances, income
tax, military service, sickness , decisions and demands upon me, death, ete.)?

There is a need to be listened to and to listen. £Vveryone wanfs +o be

I am seekmF +o reach aut. | g 2(3’ éz

How. are Oﬂ'wers oma to reacl o Schaol Friends ancl
cnd ‘regpond +o m reacln g Ov(' - other }’Wnﬁ FeoP/Q
What am I- 1ooking for? What am I saying? Why? Am I saying "I am here -
and I care"? Am I saying, "I am here, help me to find myself for God and for good"
or am.I saymg "I am here, help me to find myself for self and for bad"? Am I

.asking- the right persons for the right answers for the right reasons"
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Not only do I want others to listen to me, but I must 1isten to others.
I need to listen and learn, but often I listen to many voices and I do not make a
difference as to who is saying what and why they are saying it. (REREAD this last
sentence, THINK afid LEARN!II) - oD |
v ' O
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veact? N
Where can I find real answers? Who should I listen to? Why should I
listen to them? For what reason should I listen to them? DO THEY KNOW FOR SURE
WHAT THEY ARE SAYING? I try to listen to people, but I get confused, uncomfortable,
irritated, upsct, angered, maﬁ,_sad, etec. Why? Do I realize the weaknesses and
lack of understandlng in my own life? What happens if I tune out the adults and
tune out God and tune in the other young people? What do they know for sure? Why?
What are they saying by their lips and life to me? Where are they headed? Why?

Should I listen to parents only? YES and NO. Why?

You have a watchAand I can ésk you what time it is. If the watch is working
and if you can tell tlme, then I can receive a correct answer from you.

If you know how to bake a cake, then I can ask you. If not, then I could '
ask a baker of cakes. Getting information is one thing; seeing if it is right or
wrong is another. |

Sources of 1nformat1cn (such as school books, teachers; ete. ) are usually
not involved with you and responsible for you and neither can they really love you.

Should I listen to God through His Word the Bible? How old is God? What
does God now? What does God not know? Is God the Authority on who God is and what
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God wants? Are there any other GODS like GOD (Isaiah 43:11-13; 44:6-8; 45:20-23)2

Can anyone else answer why you were created and why you are here and
where you came from and where you are going? Can anyone else really help you to
get where you should be going and to see that you get there? "/ GOD

7z
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When I am looking and 1istening to young people only, I'm in trouble. What
can my friends say? Do they know more than my parents and other adults? Do they
know more than God? Have they had more experience in living than my parents?

Where are they? Where have they been? Are they responsible to God for me? Do
they went me to have God's very best even as it sometimes seems to hurt me?

The Bible describes & men who had a problem with listening. Read about
Balaam in Numbers 22} 22-34 Whio was ‘more responsive to God, Balaam or the donkey

(Numbers 22:23,25, 27 Yo oo o .. When the donkey began to
talk, how would you describe Balaam's reaction--SURPRISED or STUPID (see verses
28-30)? . .~ Vle"laugh at Balaam, but are there times when :

we do things just as SILLY and just as STUPID?

QUESTIONS TO PONDER:

~—Am I bothered a‘e_eut what other young peqple think and say about me?
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QUESTIONS TO PONDER (CONTINUED)

~-Am I 'bored? "They can do and go and say, but I can‘t" or “I don't

find any reason or see any value in my present state of being ( my present
situation)." . . :

~-Where are my friends? Why are they able to go, say and do? Why are
they like this?

--What am I really after? Am I after truth, rightness, correct thinking,
understanding, wisdom, etc. or am I after the opposites?

--What do I want to hear? What do I need t6 hear? Is there s differencé?
Who can give me what I want to hear? 7 Who can give me what I need to
hear?

--Why don't I want to hear (or like to hear) some things?

~~Why do I listen to those in my age group in ‘school and in church,etc?

Why do I let what they say and do become :s0 important to me?

~-Why do I not want to hear adults? What dc they know that I don't know?
What have they been through that I haven't been through? What do I know
that they don't know.

--I want to grow up, but why don't they (parents, adults, etc.) let me?

-~Can I look to, lean upon and stand upon God and His Word to work out all
ny problems and pains, my fears and my woes , my frlends and my foes?

g
GoDs WORD |-
--Does God know about ' S 7

{you i1l in whatever or whoever)
Can I obey God and know He will work all things out for His GLORY. and

my GOOD? !/
G ALWAYS HE@RS YOU !
OD QE’.’. s no“' dQCCF )

Do YOQ HLwﬁYs HFﬁR GOD?

"DRAW NIGH (NEAR) TO GOD AND HE WILL DRAW NIGH (NEAR) TO you" (James 4:8)
"'SEEK THE LORD WHILE HE MAY BE FOUND, CALL UPON HIM WHILE’ HE IS NEAR"

(Isaiah 55: 6 and see also verse /)

"And thine ears shall near a word behind thee, saying, TH /S /S

THE WY, QALK YE SN LT

Get on+the m&d
Stay. on 4he romoL

}:r\‘\Q\/ +he m&d eac»? S‘“QP o{;—bg -(“Isai‘ah 30:21)



